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HOMILY 
 
Ever tried texting the word ‘scared’ using ‘predictive text’? 
Chances are, given my experience that it may offer you: ‘sacred’. 
 
Some years ago I was getting ready for a wedding in a former parish and received a text from the 
bridegroom whom I had known as a young lad. We had mentioned that he might get nervous about 
the big day and he intended to text me with this message: “If I get scared I’ll call you”, only it came out 
“If I get….sacred”. 
 
Needless to say I based my wedding sermon on this profound insight which had come to us from a 
technical glitch. 
 
For the places where we are most scared are also the places which are most sacred. 
 
His marriage yes was something to be scared of, making a commitment of that kind in front of so many 
people, yet marriage is one of the most sacred of human experiences. 
 
In Matthew 14 verse 27 we hear words of Jesus to panic-stricken disciples fearing for their lives in a 
storm on the lake, and then apparently seeing a ghost: 
“Take heart – it is I! – do not be afraid”. 
 
Suddenly in a split second the most scary moment was transformed into one of holy awe…..’scared’ 
became ‘sacred’… 
 
I am therefore offering the simple but profound idea that at the centre of every storm Jesus himself is 
coming to us with those same words…..especially the 3 in the middle: “IT IS I!”….. 
 
I’ll leave it to you how you may apply this, ranging from personal fears or losses to the often 
frightening state of the world and currently of course the storm which is the continuing challenge of 
coronavirus. 
 
Somewhere at the centre of every storm Christ himself will be coming through it to bring if not the end 
of the storm then certainly the knowledge that he is somehow ‘in it’… 
 
We cannot impose this on others: it would belittle their suffering to suggest some simplistic idea that 
God is in it, especially when they are hurt, angry and afraid. At those moments we need like Jesus to 
absorb and receive their fear and stay with them in it. 
 



We can only come ourselves to the realization that he is in it, as we too hear the words, “It is I”. And we 
may then even identify with Teilhard de Chardin’s awesome words as he considered the reality of 
‘diminishment’, as in ageing and even terminal illness. 
 
It’s a highly sensitive place, not least because Teilhard hints that God is not just IN the storm but in a 
mysterious sense IS the storm. As a hospital chaplain I didn’t offer these words often to patients, but 
sometimes I did and I may well ask them to be read at my own funeral. 
 
In Le Milieu Divin he wrote the prayer:  
 
“Grant that I may recognise You under the species of each alien and hostile force that seems bent on 
destroying or uprooting me…. 
 
in all those dark moments, O God, grant that I may understand that it is You….who are painfully 
parting the fibres of my being, in order to penetrate to the very marrow of my substance and bear me 
away within Yourself…..” 
 
“It is I!”: the music of Jesus’ voice in the storm  -   is then echoed in Teilhard’s prayer : “grant that I may 
understand that it is You” …. 
 
We seek the grace to say “it is You” in the deepest places of our fear, where the ‘scared’  crisis moment 
can turn into the most sacred meeting with God. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
Response: 
Lord of all storms: 
We look for You in the midst 
 
As we pray for your holy church to bring comfort and light ……R 
As we pray for the world and its leaders to seek wisdom from on high….R 
As we hold before you nations and places in great need, especially Beirut, and countries 
battling with coronavirus in already terrible circumstances…..R 
As we offer you our families and friends and our local community….R 
As we bring to mind all who suffer, those known to us and those who have no one to pray for 
them………..R 
As we remember those who have recently died and all whose memory we cherish at this 
time………..R 
 
So we commend ourselves, all people, and the whole of your creation to your unfailing love: 
Merciful Father :  
accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 


