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Epiphany 4 
Jesus is rejected at Nazareth 
Luke 4 vv 14 – 21 

 
We are not yet 4 weeks into the New year, and I wonder how your New Year resolutions 
doing?  

Those promises that really will make you into a better person, a thinner person and a more 
vibrant person! 

The exercise plan – how is the daily walk progressing? 

The healthy eating, did you promise yourself a dry January or even a vegan one? 

And what about that additional prayer time? 

Do those promises so easily made as Big Ben struck midnight seem so much harder to follow 
now that the chilly winds and grey skies of January have taken over? 

Today is the fourth of the five Epiphany moments, moments of great revelation about who 
Jesus is, that we celebrate at this time of year; the arrival of the Magi, those mysterious 
gentile visitors from the east who came to worship the infant Jesus, followed by the Baptism 
of Christ, when the Spirit descended on Jesus, as he heard those amazing words ‘You, are 
my Son, the beloved: with you I am well pleased,’ and last week when the first of John’s 
signposts pointing to who Jesus is as we celebrated an outpouring of the abundance of God 
as water became wine at the Wedding Feast in Cana, and finally next week Candlemas and 
the Presentation of Christ at the Temple.  

Today we find ourselves in Luke 4 -- a reminder that our life-changing call does not always 
have to be for the sake of improving ourselves, but rather for the sake of others. A reminder 
that our frequent attempts to set out to change our lives are often done in the absence of 
the one who changes lives, so often we rely on our own strength and not God’s and then 
wonder while our resolve seems to crumble so easily.  

Jesus might have preached on the wisdom of the old prophet, or might have looked to the 
future and spoken about how like Isaiah we are longing for this day to come, the day when 
kingdom of God will come, how one day a better future will come as promised, how one-day 
God’s chosen people Israel will be restored and their enemies will be overthrown, but he 
simply said what for them would have been shocking words “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
It is hard for us to imagine how shocking that was, no wonder as we read on in Luke we hear 
first that they were amazed at such words coming from ‘Joseph’s son,’ one of their own, but 
that their amazement soon turned to anger as Jesus showed how God’s favour is not just for 
Israel, not just for the Jews, not words that they were expecting to hear and in their fury they 
wanted to drive him out of town, and throw him off a cliff! 
 



They were unable to accept that the fulfilment of God’s promise had not come as they 
expected, they were unable to accept the reality of ‘today’ as they looked back to the promise 
of the past and hankered for the future to be fulfilled in the way they wanted, rather than in 
the ‘today’ way that the manifesto that was being proclaimed by Jesus.  
 
This was not what the people of Nazareth wanted to hear. Rejected in his home town, but 
undeterred Jesus goes on his way and heads to Capernaum where he continues to preach his 
message, his mission manifesto, the same message, the same mission manifesto, the same 
unbending and unchanging mission manifesto that we are called to follow today. 
 
The people of Nazareth couldn’t cope with Jesus’ ‘Today’ message, they couldn’t cope with 
the idea that they were not the only people who were special to God, that God had come for 
all. 
 
A question we must ask ourselves can we? Can we accept that all are special to God and that 
all have the same potential to be changed by the words of Jesus as we do. 
 
I hope we can, and I pray we will be those who are not only able to accept the mission 
manifesto that was being fulfilled in the Nazareth synagogue that day, but are those who are 
prepared to work for its fulfillment, both today and into the future, so that many may be 
changed by the life changing words of Christ. 
 
Self-improvement can only take us so far, even if we are willing to stick to the plan, whereas 
Christ-improvement is life changing and not just life enhancing, Christ improvement is the 
way to becoming the person God created us to be. 
 
Amen. 


