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Passion Sunday  
Ezekiel 37 v 1 – 14 and John 11 v 1 – 45 

 
Today is Passion Sunday, the start of Passiontide, the two weeks which will take on the final 
stage of our Lenten journey this year through to Palm Sunday and all the events of Holy Week.  
 
This year everything is different; the world as we know it has suddenly changed and none of 
us has the freedom to gather together for worship physically, but, we do have the freedom 
to worship together spiritually, to draw strength from the God we worship, and from the 
knowledge that we are not alone as we follow this morning’s service, light our candles at 
7.00pm or join in with prayer at noon each day. 
 
Today we have two very familiar readings; the valley of the dry bones and the raising of 
Lazarus, and I want to take a few moments for us to look at them together, and hopefully 
draw some comfort to help us in the days ahead, when we may be feeling anxious not only 
for ourselves and our loved ones, but for our wider community and our world. 
 
In our first reading from the prophet Ezekiel, we see the return of life to the dry bones that 
scatter the valley floor. The bones come together, they gain flesh but they need something 
more, they need breath, God’s life giving breath, to enable life to appear within. Without the 
life giving breath of God, bodies would still have covered the valley floor and it is this same 
life giving breath that is needed as Jesus arrives on the outskirts of Bethany and approaches 
the tomb of his friend Lazarus. 
 
We all know that the death of a close friend is very distressing and from the reading it is very 
clear that Lazarus and his sisters were close friends of Jesus, there are several account of him 
being in Bethany and it appears that he stayed there when he was visiting Jerusalem. So why 
when he heard that ‘he whom you love is ill’ did he not set out immediately as I suspect many 
of us would have wanted to do? Was the delay time to pray and listen to the voice of his 
father, or was the time delay to enable enough time to elapse after Lazarus’ death to ensure 
that there was no doubt that he was raised and not resuscitated as at that time there was a 
strongly help believed that the spirit of a person hovered around the body for 3 days in the 
hope of resuscitation. We cannot be sure but we do know that this timing enabled the death 
of his much loved friend to bring Glory to God and be a final sign post to who Jesus was so 
that many would believe in him. 
 
As Jesus approaches Bethany, Martha comes out to meet him. She is clearly, upset and 
frustrated that it has taken Jesus so long to respond ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died’ these words of Martha resonate I’m sure for many of us … if only, if only 
you had … if only Jesus had done what Martha wanted and come earlier … if only Jesus would 
do what we want … but for Martha and for us it’s not about what we want, it’s about being 
prepared to trust that God knows best and follow his way for our lives.  
 
I suspect many of us may be finding it hard to trust God at present, hard to accept he knows 
best when what we want is for our family and friends to be safe, to be able to return to the 



freedom of movement we have always enjoyed and to go back to living our lives as we did 
only a few weeks ago. That was what Martha wanted, but before Jesus acted Martha had to 
learn to trust him, ‘your brother will rise again … do you believe this’  
 
Today many of us may be finding it hard to say ‘yes Lord I believe’ so perhaps we would be 
better with a simple, Lord, help my unbelief, help me in these hard and unprecedented times 
to simply be willing to try and trust you, and hope that as we try and trust hope will grow. 
 
As Jesus and Martha go to the tomb Mary joins them and we see Jesus overcome by grief as 
he too weeps for his much loved friend, we see the reality of both the human and divine Jesus 
feeling pain; sharing in the pain of his close friends, those who live in the world his father 
created. Today I suggest knowing that Jesus has felt the pain of loss of a loved one can be a 
comfort to us all, knowing that as we struggle in these hard and difficult times Jesus is there 
sharing the pain and suffering felt by many today. 
 
 ‘Lazarus come out’ Three words that changed everything that day as the life giving breath of 
God fills Lazarus once more. Ezekiel’s dry bones could only move from death to life when the 
breath of God’s spirit filled them, Lazarus only returned from the dead when God’s spirit 
breathed new life into him. We too need the life giving breath of the Spirit to fill us and refresh 
us especially in these challenging times when we may be finding it harder than ever to hold 
onto the promises of God, to hold on to our faith and to find the inner strength to say ‘your 
will be done’ when life as we know it seems to be changing and fraying at the edges. 
 
I’d like to end with a prayer of thanks and praise; 
 
Thank you, Lord, for your constant presence. 
Thank you for holding us and comforting us. 
Thank you for crying with us when we are hurting. 
Thank you for weeping with us when we are broken-hearted. 
Thank you, Lord, that you never let us down, 
that you always give us hope. 
Amen. 
 
 
  


