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The Good Samaritan – Luke 10: 25 – 37 
 

The story of the Good Samaritan is so familiar that it is tempting to switch off from it. We know 

that we should be like the Samaritan — the stranger who was prepared to go out on a limb — 
and that we should condemn religious hypocrites like the priest and the Levite who pass by on 
the other side of the road. The message is simple, isn’t it? 

or is it?  

How many times do we pass people by? Maybe they’re begging, or drunk or aggressive, maybe 
they just don’t look like us or speak like us in a language that we can understand. I suspect that 
we’ve all given such people a wide berth without waiting to find out their story, I know I have. 
And sometimes (but not always) that is the sensible thing to do because we feel very vulnerable 
and are not sure if there is anything we can really do to help, or if by trying to help we will be 
putting ourselves in danger. 

The chances are that if we had been part of this story, we would have acted like the priest or 
the Levite. We would hurry on our way, not wanting to approach someone who looked as if 
they had been brawling, maybe thinking that we could get help sent from the next town, or 
maybe worrying about our responsibilities at the other end of our journey and not wanting to 
make ourselves unable to perform them because we were ritually unclean. 

Putting ourselves in the shoes of the priest or Levite underlines the remarkable generosity and 

openness of the Samaritan. This encounter would have seriously disrupted his day. He gave his 
own possessions and money to sort out a stranger, and the business of helping would have 
been messy, unpleasant and maybe dangerous — who would linger at a place where there had 
already been a mugging? 

Jesus doesn’t tell us these stories or parables just to make us instantly replicate the actions they 
speak about. He tells them to make us think and reflect about what the message says for us. 

The model for the generosity of spirit shown by the Samaritan is the love God pours out so 
abundantly on us, with all our needs that others may not see.  

As a man left for dead had his life transformed by the touch and care of the Samaritan, so our 
lives can be transformed by God’s love and truth if we will allow him to be at work in our lives, if 
we will allow ourselves to become vulnerable before God so that we can be transformed by his 
love at work in our lives.  



Loving those we want to love is easy, there’s no real challenge there, loving those we like takes 
a bit more effort and is a bit more of a challenge, but loving those we would rather not know 
can so often be a step and a challenge too far. 

I wonder whose shoes we will be prepared to walk in this week — those of the Samaritan or 
those of the priest and the Levite?  

Or will we be wanting to swap from shoe to shoe depending on who it is God brings across our 
path. 

 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 
 
And Jesus replied You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength and with all your mind  …. 
 
And your neighbour as yourself 
 
I wonder which of these challenge us most to love God as Jesus challenges us or to love our 
neighbour as our self. 
 
Amen. 
 

 


