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Luke 2: 41 – end 

 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,  
and in divine and human favour 
 

 
The turkey has only just been digested, there are still a few mince pies left in the tin and 
it is only a matter of days since we went with the shepherds to the manger and 
welcomed the Christ child into our lives once again.  
 
We are still awaiting the arrival of the Magi, which we will celebrate next Sunday but 
today we have jumped forward 12 years in our Gospel reading as we find ourselves in 
the Jerusalem Temple.  
 
It is Passover Time and Mary, Joseph and Jesus have come to celebrate feast, as they 
were required to do under Jewish Law. It is also around the time that Jesus would be 
about to move from boyhood to adulthood and to begin to take on some of the 
responsibilities that it brings for a Jewish male. 
 
Rites of passage are very important – I always felt a little disappointed that by the time I 
reached 21 the age of ‘majority’ had been lowered to 18! I felt at the time that I had 
missed out on getting the ‘key to the door’ at the right time, even though I had of 
course actually had one for several years! Or perhaps if I’m totally honest I felt at the 
time that I had missed out on an opportunity to party! 
 
In first century Palestine the age of majority was somewhat lower and a Jewish boy 
passed into adulthood at the age of 13 with his Bar Mitzvah. Under Jewish Law, children 
were not obligated to observe the commandments, although they were encouraged to 
do so, and  as much as possible to learn the obligations they would have as adults. The 
Bar Mitzvah ceremony publicly marked and marks the assumption of that obligation, 
along with the corresponding right to take part in leading Jewish religious services. 
 
In Jesus’ time going up to Jerusalem for the three pilgrim festivals of Passover, 
Pentecost and Tabernacles were a requirement for all adult males and today we hear of 
the Holy Family being in Jerusalem for Passover.  
 
Jerusalem would have been packed to overflowing with pilgrims and the family would 
no doubt have come with many others from Nazareth and the surrounding area in 
Galilee, all would also have started out from their homes, gradually joining and forming  



the band of pilgrims on the road to Jerusalem, and all at the end of the festival setting 
out together for the long journey home.  
 
At 12 it would have been very natural for Mary to have assumed that her Jesus was now 
travelling with the men; and for Joseph to have assumed that Jesus, who had not yet 
made the transition to adulthood, would have for the last time been returning from 
Passover with his mother.  
 
Not only does adulthood bring ‘the key of the door’ and all the benefits of adulthood 
that the young yearn for it also brings responsibilities and begs the answer to the 
question that often starts in the nursery “what do you want to do when you grow up” 
 
I wonder how many of us sitting here today are doing what we thought we wanted to 
do when our days were filled with endless play; when we could be a nurse, a doctor, an 
engine-driver, a ballerina, a premier league footballer or whatever took our fancy at the 
time, without the need to worry about qualifications or indeed natural talent! 
 
Jesus of course knew – he was in the Temple about his father’s business, not only 
listening to the religious leaders but amazing them with his insights and knowledge. It 
would have been all too easy for him to have remained there, yet he knew the time was 
not yet right and he obediently returned with his earthly human family to Nazareth; 
where he needed to continue grow and mature, where he like any other Jewish boy 
needed to follow the customs and rites of passage of his culture and wait patiently on 
God and grow in wisdom. 
 
Today we have come to his father’s house, yet we know that because of the willingness 
of the boy Jesus to wait patiently on God and go about his father’s business our 
relationship with his father is not confined to a building, or one that can only to be 
worked out through religious leaders, vicars included. 
 
No, we are all called to go about the father’s business and the only rite of passage we 
need is to be in relationship with his son whatever our age; but of course this also 
means that it’s not up to us to decide what we want to do however long we have been 
grown up apart from taking the decision to stay about the father’s house and be 
obedient to his will, just as the boy Jesus was, both his earthly parents and his heavenly 
father.   
 
We are told at the end of Luke’s account that after his return home to Nazareth Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in years ...’  He continued to grow both in divine and human 
terms, as he waited on God while he remained in Nazareth as part of his earthly family. 
 
Wisdom is a very precious commodity and often seems in short supply in our 21st 
century world. As we prepare to enter a New Year how can we be sure that we will grow 
in wisdom and not just in years over the coming weeks and months?  



 
How can we do all we can to enable us to age wisely? 
 
For some help and guidance let’s for a few moments turn our attention to our first 
reading, verses of guidance from Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Here Paul is seeking to 
help the congregation of the little infant church in Colosse to grow in faith and wisdom 
as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. Paul is encouraging them to do this by 
being prepared to change, to be willing to clothe themselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness and patience, to in effect become more like Christ, to change their 
old ways and become people who are wanting and willing to lead a Christ centred life. 
 
How willing are we to do this as we stand on the edge of another New year? 
How much do we want to be able to say on the 31st December 2019 that we have not 
only grown in our faith and that we have also increased in wisdom? 
 
But of course change is not only about what we should be seeking to do more of; it is 
also about what we should be wanting to do less of. 
 
Paul continues in his letter to encourage the Colossians to bear with one another … to 
forgive each other, not just because it is a way of living peaceably together but because 
that is what God has done for us, and to do all this we must clothe ourselves in love, the 
love of Christ and then to let his peace rule in our hearts. 
 
Living this way will transform us from the inside out, and as we do so we will become 
more like Jesus, more like the baby born in the manger, more like the little boy who was 
worshipped by the Magi, more like to boy who knew he must be in his father’s house in 
Jerusalem, and more like the man whose wisdom should shape every aspect of our lives. 
 
If you think that is easy then you can stop listening now, but if like me you know you 
need help, let’s stick with Paul for a few more verses. We need as Paul goes on to say to 
let the word of God dwell in us richly to allow the presence of Christ in our lives to 
transform us so that we become better able to support each other and better able to 
help each other to grow in faith and in wisdom that is rooted in Jesus, the baby, the boy, 
the 12 year old who went to the Temple and the man who gave his life for us on the 
cross. 
 
What I wonder will your New Year resolution be this year? 
 
And what will you be thinking as you look back a year from now reflecting on how you 
have changed and on how you have grown not only in faith but in wisdom as well. 
 
Amen. 
 

 



 
 


