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Trinity 6 – Luke 11 verse 1 – 13 

 
In today’s Gospel reading the disciples find Jesus at prayer. They're on the road 
to Jerusalem, where Jesus will face suffering and death, and he's teaching them 
along the way.  

The lessons of discipleship have been coming, one after another, reflected in our 
readings over the past few weeks - 

• the importance of traveling light when going out on mission, no purse, no 
bag and no sandals 

• the centrality of love for God and neighbour, those like us and perhaps 
more importantly those who aren’t 

• and last week, in the story of Mary and Martha, the importance of not just 
doing the work of God, by choosing the better part and listening to the 
words of God 

So what ‘lesson’ can we take from this familiar passage today, what does Jesus 
want the disciples, his followers then and us his followers now to take on board 
as they and we follow him?  The disciples asked “Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
taught his disciples” show us how you do it so we can copy you. That’s the way 
it worked for a disciple in those days, you followed, and then you have a go as 
you model what your teacher does. That's why they asked Jesus to teach them 
how to pray, just as John the Baptist taught his disciples, they wanted to be sure 
they were doing things the way Jesus did. 

The disciples were, of course, men of faith, men who were raised in a setting in 
which they would certainly have been taught to pray at the synagogue, but now 
they wanted to be sure they were praying the way Jesus did, they wanted him 
to show them his way, a way that they already knew worked! 

I would like to suggest that the disciples saw the power of God at work in Jesus 
as they watched him at prayer, and as they saw him take time apart to be with 
his father they must have realised that it was prayer that was the foundation for 
all he did and all he said and they must have wanted to have what they saw for 
themselves, this deep relationship that enabled Jesus to fulfil the will of his 
father. 

Did they really understand what they were asking for, I doubt it, which is 
comforting for us as I suspect we don’t always understand what we need from 
God rather than what we want from him.  



And so Jesus responds with a short prayer, the prayer that unites every Christian, 
the prayer that spans the ages and the denomination the prayer that we say 
every time we gather for worship, the prayer that we will say as we prepare to 
come and be fed at Christ’s table today, the prayer that Jesus taught that day on 
the way to Jerusalem, the Lord’s Prayer. 

Jesus models to his disciples a prayer that is in reality an intimate conversation 
with God, a prayer that encourages his disciples — and that includes us, too — 
that we should talk with God as we would to a loving parent, to our father, to 
Abba, to daddy, to a parent who we know we can trust to listen to us, because 
he cares for us, promises to forgives us, to provide for us and protects us.  

Jesus could have given them a theology lesson, he could have given them a 
complicated formula, he could have done that, but he didn’t, he gave them just 
one simple prayer, yet it is a profound prayer that brings the reality of God’s love 
for them and for us in a way that is accessible and possible to understand, 
because it is rooted in the relationship Jesus has with his father, a relationship 
that is daily on offer for us, a relationship that is all about intimacy with God.  

Could this I wonder be something that can so easily be missing from our 
relationship with God? We can go along, trying the best we can to "do good" 
and avoid sin, to study the Bible, to come to church week by week and yet to 
miss out on that relationship of intimacy with God that can happen in prayer? 
We can so easily be preoccupied with serving God that we push to one side the 
need to just be with God in prayer and the deep sense of his presence at work 
in our lives that time spent in prayer can bring. 

First Jesus tells the disciples how to pray and then he tells them a story, a story 
that that says if we have sense enough to answer the door and help a persistent 
neighbour, or to give our children good things, not bad ones, well, then, of 
course, God, who is infinitely greater, more loving, more generous than we are, 
will give…"the Holy Spirit" to us. 

And this is the key to understanding the passage before us today. This prayer 
that Jesus gave us is not just a comforting, private little prayer to get us through 
our tough times and personal crises. It is the prayer of the entire Christian 
community, the prayer of the entire church, the church that came into being 
when the Spirit was poured out on the day of Pentecost, the prayer that binds 
us together as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

And so, I would like to suggest that spending time with God in prayer, in regular, 
intimate conversation, and opening ourselves to the Holy Spirit, will lead us to 
transformation, not just as individuals but as a community. It will shape us into 
a community that does not simply come to church, but a community that is 



church, because this prayer is a community prayer and not just a private one, it 
is a prayer that challenges as a community not only to form this prayer with our 
lips but to be formed ourselves by this prayer, formed and shaped into a 
community of compassion that seeks to care for all God’s children in our 
community and beyond. 

And when we pray the Lord’s Prayer alone we must always remember that that 
we are not alone because there are other Christians in other places, praying the 
same prayer, within their hearts and on their lips, in many different languages, 
and that as we pray we are all being changed and transformed by it. This is the 
prayer of unity, that prayer that means we are one in Christ and we are one with 
one another. We have on two occasions has the privilege of worshipping in the 
cathedral in Jerusalem and once in the church in Nazareth, where the Lord’s 
Prayer was said in English and Arabic, two languages but one prayer, within the 
one body of Christ.  

It is so difficult sometimes to follow the way of Jesus. How often do we pray for 
what we want more than what we need? Yet this communal prayer encourages 
us to pray for ‘our’ and not ‘my’ for our daily bread, and not my daily bread, for 
the needs of all and as we do so to put our trust in God, the one who transforms 
those who seek him, the one who longs to have a loving and intimate 
relationship with all his children, isn't a trusting and intimate relationship what 
Jesus is describing when he uses the word "Daddy" for God? Isn't this close and 
loving relationship what he describes when he speaks of the love of a parent 
who would give only good things to their child? 

I would like to suggest that this prayer says something about "who God is" to 
us? He is the one we can trust, because he is  the one who loves us 
unconditionally, he is the one who is always with us, day by day, providing what 
we need.  

If the Lord's Prayer is a community prayer, not an individual one, and if ‘we’ pray 
to God, asking for ‘our,’ and  not ‘my,’ daily bread, then we must accept that we 
as the Christian community of Crockham Hill are those who are called to be 
God's hands here and beyond, but that to do this we need to be constantly 
deepening our relationship with Jesus and our dependence on God, we need 
like the disciples on the road to Jerusalem to say ‘Lord teach us to pray and be 
prepared to model in our lives the words Jesus tells us to say with our lips. 


