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We're so used to meeting Jesus as the storytelling man, that we can almost take this aspect of his life and 
teaching for granted, just as we might today's two familiar parables. 
 
Storytelling (not talking about fibbing here!) is part of our human construct - through our words, music, art, 
science.  We all tell them - to inform, to amuse, to warn, to celebrate, to soothe, to keep tradition and 
history alive, and for Jesus, we know that he often used his parable stories to explain the kingdom, to draw 
a literal picture of kingdom values, to bring them alive, to give hope, and to challenge and rebuke, as well 
as to give  joy to his listeners...all sorts of reasons.   
 
Our Gospel today is about things lost and found, about repentance and joy, a reflection of just how life is.  
The great gift of Jesus' teaching is that in what he says he manages to encompass everyday events and 
situations alongside the reality of our human nature.  Although underlying it all are indeed words that tell 
us about life in the kingdom, his teaching is grounded firmly on earth, not other-worldly, but woven around 
something that we can relate to. 
 
And as with all Gospel stories and settings, today we might ask where we find ourselves both in the crowd 
and in the story.  As we 'step into' the story, where are we, what do we hear?  Are we having a little 
Pharisaic  grumble at something that we're not quite comfortable with?  I'm wondering if these Pharisees 
were simply confused, frightened, felt threatened. I can relate to that at times.  Are we in the other crowd 
hanging on Jesus' every word, welcoming a new view on life, feeling hope and acceptance and 
understanding? That could be us too! 
 
Or are you a shepherding type or even a sheep, part of the flock, comforted by close companions, not quite 
sure what life's about but happy to be enfolded and nurtured? Have we been that lost sheep, in darkness, 
felt alone, but then known loving arms to uphold us and bring us home again? 
 
Is the teaching of Jesus drawing us to search for what we feel might be missing in our lives, and like the 
woman, determined and trusting that if we sweep away some of the dusty corners of everyday, we will 
more easily find what is of value to us? 
 
Actually, getting to the crux of the matter, I wonder if any of you have dared to think, well I wish I could be 
more like the Jesus figure.  Impossible, audacious, arrogant?   
 
This is the thing.  Jesus is the word, the story, made flesh.  In Jesus, the God-story becomes real, takes on 
flesh and blood, our Eucharist - this is my body given for you..' This is our story, this is our song...!' This is 
the story we tell every time we offer the great Eucharistic Prayer.... 
 
The word only becomes flesh today as we tell the story, as we embody it with our lives; just as Jesus did, 
we tell stories about what's happening in our world today, not without humility, not claiming to have the 
world's problems sewn up, but to point towards a greater good.  It may not be easy to hear but as Paul 
says in his letter to Timothy, 'we are to be examples to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 
life', that means you and me. 
 
No of course, we are not there yet, and in a way, we never cease to be that lost sheep, in need of our Good 
Shepherd. Indeed, perverse and foolish oft we stray... But that's not the whole story because 'home 
rejoicing he brings us'; so we are also people on a mission, on the road towards mirroring the love and 
hope that we claim; by telling his story and what it says not just about our wide world, but about our lives, 



we make that hope and love a reality.  We are here to be and to hear the word made flesh today, the word 
that quickens the stories of the life of our Lord. 
 
So what we say here and now, and beyond today, it matters, especially if we are to take seriously what 
Paul was saying to Timothy.  What stories we tell of our faith, what we say in our liturgy (more of that 
another day!), what words we sing, what stories we tell to each other of what's going on in our lives, and 
how well we listen - it all matters quite deeply, as it is all Christ's work. 
 
Jesus is the word of God made flesh, he is the story of life, he is our story, and he came that we might have 
that life, all of us, allowing us to offer our small share in the divine narrative.   
 
And now to our God, immortal, invisible, be honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


