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 Midnight Mass   
Isaiah 52: 7-10/John 1: 1-14   
 
Christ is born, give glory!  Christ comes from heaven, let us rise to meet him!   
 
It was once said that the cynics amongst us have described Christmas as ‘a period of 
preparations, invitations, anticipations, relations, frustrations, prostration and 
recuperation!’  But to most of us hopefully it is above all a time of celebration, a time 
when the message of love pierces through the cynicism, shatters despair, and lights up 
even the darkest of corners.  
 
For in the middle of the night, on nigh on the longest night of the year, in the time of 
deepest darkness, Jesus is born, to bring the kind of life that offers light to all people, all 
people, not just a select few.  John's gospel does not offer us a birth story but simply this 
early Christian hymn of praise, which more than suffices to announce the Incarnation, the 
coming of the true light. 
 
Today we do indeed celebrate that true and boundless love has broken through the veil 
between heaven and earth to be born of human flesh in our midst – Emmanuel, God is 
with us.  This is the miracle of Christmas.  And the meaning of the peace and hope that 
was born in the baby Jesus is that it is to be an everlasting peace, of the kind that 
transcends cynicism - a peace that will exist long after the carolling has fallen silent.  
 
And yet year in year out, we are faced with the paradox of joy existing alongside suffering 
in our world, that we cannot ignore even in the midst of our celebrations. We wonder, 
where is the light that should be blazing to dispel the darkness?   
 
So many places are battle-weary, and on these shores, the alarming condition of the 
homeless is a sore reality.  It seems that we are repeating these words of sorrow endlessly 
and the great hope that there is a messenger coming from the beautiful mountain tops,  
to announce peace, good news, actually seems an unreal and distant promise for some.  
 
But why speak of these things on such a glorious night as this?  Well if we wish to speak of 
the light of Jesus, we may just need to consider that that light can at times be a 
troublesome light, for holy light shines not only to dispel the darkness, but to illuminate 
the distress of many, perhaps those things we would rather not see, and what is hidden in 
the darkness is thus revealed so that it can be brought into our hands, for our care, for our 
loving.   
 
This was the uncomfortable habit of Jesus the grown man, whose shining presence 
amongst the poor brought their plight to the attention of his world, which as we know, 
disturbed and angered many people. 
 
But just maybe the dire situations faced by many today, on our streets, in Indonesia 
following the recent tsunami, set the scene for Christmas more profoundly than any of our 
more worldly preparations do.  That's why we speak of these things even tonight. For in 



troubled places and events the meaning of Christmas, the hope of Christmas takes on a 
relevance that unites the whole earth in aching for an end to tragedy and hopelessness.  
Peace on earth as God intends is a deep human need,  truly longed for by the vast 
majority, deep in the pit of our being - yes, we know, trampled on by a few who would 
refute it and undermine it, but alleluia, worked for, with compassion for their fellow 
brothers and sisters, by so many good souls here and all around.  That is where the light 
rests, that is how the Gift is given... 
 
I believe fervently that the world still does welcome tidings of love and joy in the face of a 
climate of uncertainty and suspicion, that besets us all at times.  God longs to love us all 
into life, a life that fulfils our humanity by our actions of love and justice and 
reconciliation, exemplified by Jesus Christ.  
 
For that is how the light will shine, as we breathe life into God's Word and speak it out 
loud and accept the invitation that we continue that revelation of divine love that aches 
for peace, helping it to be born time and again for all whom God brings into our lives. 
 
This message needs to be heard by us as well.  Tensions, loneliness often come to the 
surface at Christmas, and we may especially need to hear that the blessings of God are for 
us too, for our frailty, our hopes, our hearts’ longing, and our need for peace.  We need to 
hear and inwardly digest that Christ was born to reshape, transfigure and enlighten our 
lives too.    
 
This is our faith - that God chose to be earth-bound, with all the constraints of a human 
frame, unprotected from poverty and danger, so that God could truly identify with the 
human condition, with all its joys and struggles.  It is no wonder that those who first heard 
of his birth, the shepherds, were indeed amongst the poorest and lowliest of those days.   
 
Our prayer then for all people, for ourselves is Lord Jesus, enter in, be born in us today...so 
that your light may dawn through us and for us, this Christmas time and always, until the 
day of God's kingdom is here.  Amen. 


