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Trinity 8 – Hebrews 13 1 – 3 and 8 – 16 and Luke 12 32 – 40 

 
Where is your treasure? 

 

Today we follow on from last week when we thought about the story of the Rich 
Fool, how being an ‘I and my’ person was not living the way Jesus would want 
and how we should be continually seeking to be ‘we and our’ people, those who 
are willing to share their wealth, not just the things we are happy to discard, but 
all our good fortune with others. How, we should rather than simply seeking to 
amass material wealth for ourselves we should in fact be seeking to amass other 
forms of wealth as well, spiritual wealth as well as material wealth, and be those 
who seek to be rich before God. 
 
So I suggest todays question that Jesus poses to his followers is simply ‘where is 
your treasure?’ a question that he couples that with the answer “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
We have of course skipped a few verses in Luke’s Gospel between our readings 
from this week and last week, but we would do well to look very briefly at what 
we have missed. The disciples have been told not to worry;  “Therefore I tell you, 
do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you 
will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.”  
 
They have been told not to worry and fret, not to become overly preoccupied 
with life’s basics. If God can feed the ravens and clothe the fields with lovely 
lilies, then God will not ignore their need or our needs for life’s basic essentials. 
Not worrying about the basics is I suggest easier for us than for some as most of 
us have more than enough food and more than enough clothes, but that of 
course might just be our problem; it is because our plenty can take away our 
need to rely on God, it is because our plenty that can stop us seeking God and 
his kingdom, it is because our plenty can make us self-reliant, and it is because 
our plenty can lead us to having an excess of earthly rather than heavenly 
treasure. A question that each one of use needs to be on our guard about day 
by day. 
 
But, in fact we begin today with words of comfort and not criticism from Jesus, 
and with words of reassurance rather than warning as we did last week,  “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” It is God’s wish that all should be well and that we should be fearful 
of nothing, it is his wish that all should be under control, his control, because of 



the unconditional love he that has for us, and because as scripture tells us 
nothing can separate us from that love, that is unless we choose to walk away 
from God’s path, to follow our own pathway and live in an ‘I and my’ way and 
not in the ‘we and our’ way that we were created to live as those made in God’s 
image and those who are stewards of his world and all that it contains.  
 
Yet, to do that, to live God’s way requires us to have faith, to have the faith that 
he has good plans for us, good things in store for us in this world and the next, 
even though we cannot see him and do not know exactly what those plans might 
be, faith is as the writer of the letter to the Hebrews says “the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen,” and he illustrates this by 
recalling the amazing faith of Abraham.  
 
Abraham became so ‘rich towards God,’ so deeply rooted in his faithfulness that 
he was prepared to launch out time and time again simply because God told him 
to. He trusted God completely, he trusted him to only ask good things of him, 
and because of God’s loving and caring nature he knew that to place himself in 
his hands was not only a safe thing to do, it was the sensible thing to do. 
 
For Abraham his faith determined how he lived, are we I wonder able to say that 
our faith determines how we live? Are we able to say our faith determines how 
we make the daily choices that affect not only our lives but the lives of those we 
interact with each day. Having faith means we must look seriously at the God 
we affirm our belief in as we say the words of the Creed week by week. Having 
faith means that the way we live our lives must reflect the qualities of love, truth 
and integrity and right action that we see in God and men of faith like Abraham. 
Does our faith I wonder really determine all the choices we make each day, if 
I’m honest I’m not sure mine does. 
 
Let’s return to our Gospel reading and see what Jesus is saying to the disciples. 
“Sell your possessions, and give alms.” Here the disciples are being told that they 
have a responsibility towards others, they need to become ‘we and our’ people, 
they need to not only to have listened to the Parable of the Rich Fool that we 
heard last week but to be willing to put into practise what they heard, they were 
once again being challenged to be willing to use what they had to ease the 
burden of those who had less and were in need, and if they do Jesus gives them 
further encouragement by adding that if they do this they will  “make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys,” they will in reality be building up heavenly 
treasure, they will be those who are becoming ‘rich towards God.’ Serving the 



poor and less fortunate goes to the very heart of what is means to be a faithful 
disciple and should be central to the mission and ministry of any Christian 
community. 

The final verses of our reading build on this challenge to continually live our lives 
in an ‘we and our’ way so that we will always be ready, ready for whatever 
challenge lays ahead and whenever we may be called to account, and so Jesus 
concludes by telling the disciples another story, a story about readiness, a story 
that encouraged them and encourages us to live in a way that makes us 
constantly ready, ready like those slaves in the story who were waiting for their 
master’s return. 

The attitudes we have towards what we have, our attitudes to how we use our 
wealth are all part of the way we reflect our readiness to be faithful disciples of 
Christ. The way we live, the way we treat ‘our neighbour,’ those we physically 
live near and those who may be separated from us by hundreds or indeed 
thousands of miles all reflect where our treasure is, and if we go right back to 
the beginning of our reading today we are reminded that where our treasure is 
that is where our heats will be, and we of course have the freedom to choose 
where that place will be. 

Let’s pray … 
 
Generous God, help us to learn that our treasure is found not in gold or silver or 
bronze, but in giving away; not in banks coins or wealth, but in serving each 
other, not in paintings or houses of cars, but in caring for one another. Show us 
how to find treasure in you and in the simple things of life, in being with each 
other and in spending time with you, that is where our treasure is found. 


