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Matthew 13 24 – 30 and 36 – 43 and Romans 8 12 – 25
Over the past few months we have all done a lot of waiting. Waiting for lock-down to be eased, waiting to get a delivery slot from Waitrose, waiting for a haircut, waiting for that first chance to see children or grandchildren, or just waiting for life to return to or to move towards some sort of normality.

Some of us find waiting easier than others and if like me you are someone who likes to be in control …. I suggest at times the last few months have for many of us see-sawed between, frustration and anger on the one hand and brief moments of patient waiting as guidelines have changed and little bits of ‘normal’ have re-appeared. 

Today’s we have another well-known story, a parable that is all about waiting. Last week a farmer went out to sow seed … and this week we have another man who goes out to sow seed. Unlike last week the seed is all sown in the same field, but just like last week after sowing comes the waiting. Eventually germination takes place and initially all seems well and the wheat starts to sprout … but then to their horror the man’s servants make a shocking discovery … darnel, that pernicious and poisonous weed, has also started to sprout. What would you do, pull it up or leave it?
The servants want to pull up the darnel and get rid of it, but the famer says wait; be patient and let it go on growing together, wait and be patient because pulling up the darnel now could do great damage to the wheat as its roots are stronger and they may have wrapped their way around the less robust roots of the wheat. Pulling it up could destroy the good crop as well as the bad. I wonder how patient I would have been if I had been one of those servants, one of those who simply had to stand by and watch and wait?
Parables always come with a twist, a hidden meaning and todays is no different. In our story the field is the world, the sons of the kingdom are the wheat, the sons of the devil are the weeds, and the sower of the good seed is the son of man, is the long expected messiah  and the sower of the weeds is the devil, and the parable ends with a picture of judgement and the separation of good and evil. Well that could of course leave us worried and rather fearful, as we ponder on whether we are in fact wheat or tares, but and of course there is always that BUT, it also shows us how patient the farmer was prepared to be, how he was willing to stand back and wait, and this I suggest is a picture of the patient compassion of God, the God we worship and seek to follow. The God who is prepared to wait, to wait for as long as it takes for us to develop ears that will listen, ears that will listen to the voice of God at work in our lives, and feet that are willing to follow the pathway of Christ. The God who longs to welcome all humanity, all created in his image into his kingdom through a loving relationship with his Son. The God who is willing to patiently wait because he cares for and about each and every one of us.
Patient waiting is not something that comes easily to most of us and here we can turn to the Apostle Paul for advice on how to turn our waiting,  especially in  the very strange times that we are currently living in into a time of opportunity, a time of opportunity to live life knowing we are children of God, as those who are in Christ, and that we can live using his resources to help us in our wait, in our wait for what is to come, as we edge ever closer to a return to a more normal way of life. Paul reminds us that as children of God we have the Holy Spirit living within us; and that it is the work of the spirit within us that will change our hearts and give us the desire to want to do the will of Christ and live in a way that pleases him no matter what circumstances we may find ourselves in, and no matter how long we have to continue our patient waiting.
The man who sowed seed in his field, sowed good seed, but his field like our world became infested with weeds, infested with things that are not the work of the Creator, but rather the work of us his creatures, BUT we also know that if we wait patiently on God, if we continue to live life open to the spirit of God at work in us, if we continue to be those who want to grow in our faith and love of God, we need not fear because one day we will shine like the sun in the Kingdom of [our] Father, and as we continue our present see-sawing life whether we are down in frustration and anger or up patiently glimpsing a brief moment of ‘normal’ we are not alone, as the God we worship is astride the see-saw with us.
