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The Parable of the Talents & The Coming of the Lord 
 
In our first reading today, we heard that ‘being prepared’ was what the church at 
Thessalonica wanted to be sure of, they wanted to be ready, to be prepared for the 
return of Christ, for what we would call his second coming. 
 
“When will it be and what should we do?”  Would they be ready to stand before Christ 
on his return? If they knew when it would be then surely it would be far easier to ‘be 
prepared’ Paul writes to give them reassurance, but his solution does not rely on 
knowing ‘when’ because of course as Jesus says only the Father knows the time and 
date, only the Father knows the ‘when’. Rather Paul writes to them about how they can 
always ‘be prepared’ by the way they live. Therefore, the solution lies in lifestyle – how 
we live reflects how seriously we take the Gospel message – our lifestyle needs to 
reflect a constant response rather than preparation for a known event, it needs to show 
lasting faithfulness and not simply for a one-off event. 
 
Jesus wanted his disciples to ‘be prepared’. Our gospel reading today, the Parable of the 
Talents is part of the final block of teaching in Matthew’s Gospel. The three Parables of 
Matthew 25 look at different aspects of ‘being prepared.’ First there is the story of the 
ten virgins, 5 of whom didn’t have enough oil to keep their lamps burning, who were not 
ready when the bridegroom arrived, and were shut out of the banquet – a challenge to 
be ready. 
 
Lastly the Sheep and the Goats where ‘the Son of Man will come in his Glory … and he 
will separate the people from one another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats - accountability in the face of judgement. 
 
But in the middle, there is today’s parable, a challenge to responsible productivity, to be 
faithful stewards, a challenge to our daily lifestyle.  
 
Again it will be like ….. says Jesus as he gives another glimpse into what the kingdom will 
be like.  
 
A man is going away on a journey and he entrusts his servants with his property. Three 
servants and three different amounts of money; 5 talents, 2 talents and 1 talent. A 
talent was worth a lot of money – millions of pounds in today’s money, but the amounts 
aren’t the important issue, it is what the servants did with the talents that are 
important. Were they faithful stewards while their master was away?  
 



The first and second servant used their talents well and when the master returned ‘after 
a long time’ to ‘settle accounts’ they had both doubled what they were given – 5 talents 
more and 2 talents more. The master is equally pleased with both “Well done, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things,” he says to each of them. 
 
But what about the third servant – had he been a good steward, had he acted 
responsibly with his master’s wealth, no – he had buried it in the ground – a bit like 
putting it in a biscuit tin under the bed – he had done nothing with it! He hadn’t lost it, 
he could give it back but he had done nothing with it and his master was not pleased. 
The talent was taken away and given to the first servant, he was sent away ‘into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’ a favourite metaphor that 
Mathew uses as a picture for final judgement and he was not called to ‘come and share 
[the] master’s happiness. 
 
The third servant in the parable wasn’t in trouble for getting something wrong, it was 
rather for doing nothing with what his master has entrusted to him.; remember he hid 
his talent in the ground. He wasn’t a faithful steward because he was ‘playing safe’ and 
achieving nothing. ‘Being prepared’ is more that just keeping your slate clean, it is about 
active faithful service that produces results – results for the kingdom! 
 
As we faithfully use the ‘talents’ God has given us we will grow in faith! It’s not the 
quantity of talents we have that matters, its how we use them. If we try and faithfully 
use what we have been given, we can be confident our master will be pleased!  
 
So, how do we live lives of steady faithful service especially at this difficult time? How 
can we make sure that we are ‘prepared’ – ready for a sudden return but equally 
prepared for the long haul, ready for Jesus to return today, yet planning as though he is 
not coming back in our lifetimes? Ready to carry out our master’s wishes, without 
worrying how big or small our role is, but being prepared to faithfully respond to the 
opportunities that we are given.   
 
Can I suggest that as we follow our Archbishop’s call to prayer, we have the opportunity 
to faithfully bring the needs of our nation before God, and as we do, I’m sure we will be 
prompted to make that phone call, write that card or light that candle for someone we 
know who is in need, as we navigate lockdown two, and as we continue our journey 
with Christ, as faithful servants who want to ‘be prepared.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


