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Pentecost  
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy will be done 

 
Acts 2 1 – 21 and John 7 37- 39 
 
For the disciples the waiting was finally over! They had spent the last 10 days staying and waiting, 
staying together in prayer and waiting to be clothed with power from on high. 
 
I wonder if the events of Pentecost were what they were expecting!  
“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filed the whole house 
where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 
rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
A sound like the blowing of a violent wind, what seemed to be tongues of fire, separating and 
resting on each one, and the ability to speak in other languages; outwards signs of what was 
happening internally, an outward sign of what was happening individually and invisibly, that is 
until the enabling and equipping effect of the Holy Spirit was seen!  
 
Pentecost brought the power to do mission that the disciples needed; the power that was needed 
and is needed by each and every follower of Jesus; here was his final act of equipping, the long 
promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit on his followers, their equipping for mission so that they 
would be able to fulfil the words of Jesus to go, to go and make disciples of all nations as they 
established the early Christian Church. 
 
We know what was to follow on that first Pentecost Sunday, Peter would be transformed by the 
power of the Spirit would stand up and speak of the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy that God would 
“pour out his spirit on all people,” and that all who received Christ would “receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” no matter who they were, and that about 3,000 would be added to their number that 
day.”  
Over 2 thousand years have passed – was all this for ‘then’ was this for the apostles, was this just 
to get the church’ kick started’ or is it still as relevant for us today in these days of lockdown here 
in Crockham Hill?  
 
We are just coming to the end of the Thy Kingdom Come nine days of prayer and I hope you have 
been praying for your five. This may be the first time you have prayed for your ‘five’ or it might 
be that for some you have been praying faithfully for them for many months or even years. You 
may not be aware that anything has happened in their lives, you may not see a difference, you 
may never see a difference, but can I encourage you to thank God for your five and to continue 
to pray for them. We know from the pages of history that some were prayed for, for many years 
before they found a life-giving relationship with Christ. Just one example is St Augustine of Hippo, 
one of the early church heroes whose mother Monica had prayed for him for many years to turn 
away from the life he was leading and to accept and embrace a new life in Christ. Your five and 
my five may never know that we have been praying for them, but we know we have, and we 



know that prayer makes a difference whether or not we are the ones who will see the difference 
it has made. Can I encourage you to carry on and continue to hold your five daily before God, 
trusting that he has and will make a difference in each of their lives in the way he chooses and at 
the time he chooses, however hard that be for us to accept. 
 
Today we have heard once again the story of Pentecost, the story that ushered in the beginning 
of the church that was to embrace the whole of the known world in a very short space of time. 
Let’s not put it back on the shelf for another year, let’s grasp it and seek to live it, difficult as that 
may be in these lockdown days when we can’t necessarily do what we want, when we want or 
perhaps most importantly where we want. Let’s as our Gospel reading urges us, to seek to 
become a thirsty people, a people who are willing and wanting to go to Jesus the source of living 
water, let’s pray this Pentecost that we will be a people who are willing and wanting to drink in 
the life giving and life changing Holy Spirit, and a people who out through whose ‘heart[s] shall 
flow rivers of living water,’ and the love of Christ that is so needed in our world today. 
 
John Stott, the Christian preacher and teacher in his book The Message of Acts wrote “Without 
the Holy Spirit, Christian discipleship would be inconceivable, even impossible. There can be no 
life without the life-giver, no understanding without the Spirit of truth, no fellowship without the 
unity of the Spirit, no Christlikeness of character apart from his fruit, and no effective witness 
without his power. As a body without breath is a corpse, so the church without the Spirit is dead.”  
 
Today as we mark and celebrate Pentecost and come to the end of a very different way of 
marking Thy Kingdom Come let’s quietly as we stay and wait in our homes ask the Holy Spirit to 
fill us and enable us to be those who not only say Thy will be done with our lips but live it out in 
our lives; yes, throughout lockdown as we continue to stay and wait, but then into whatever our 
‘new normal’ future life will be. 


