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May these words give only and always glory to God. 
Amen. 
 
In our quiet corner of the earth, over the last few weeks springtime has really become very 
evident now and gladdens our hearts.  We need that reminder of the faithfulness of God’s 
created order in amongst the business and somewhat chaotic condition of our frantic world.  
Here, in our village, we are making our own mark on life, unlikely to make the headlines as 
we in our less obvious ways experience our own delights and sadnesses, face our own 
challenges and disappointments, spend our days loving, regretting, crying, laughing, 
longing… 
 
So what’s with all this pondering?  Well, as I was reading through the gospel a few day’s 
back, the words that ‘the sheep of Jesus hear his voice’ stayed with me.  And I got to 
wondering how, where, when it is that we hear the voice of Jesus, in such a madly 
demanding and often suffering world, so busy, so noisy, so chaotic that the voice of the 
Shepherd sometimes has to struggle to be heard above the din that we make.   
 
If we look at the story of Peter at Tabitha's bedside for a moment, his need was for that 
peaceful and still moment that we all seek, in order for him to pray, to commune with the 
Lord, sending the mourners outside to do their weeping and wailing, as he turns towards 
Tabitha's body and miraculously raises her back to life through the grace of God.  One of 
those extraordinary moments of revelation in the Scriptures that makes us wonder and 
marvel...  a still moment needed to be able to become one with the will of God... 
 
But we don't always have the luxury of silence around us so how do we attend to the 
Shepherd's voice, which may be calling us on to or out of something, or giving us a blessing 
or a moment of our own healing which we can’t afford to miss?  
 
Well, two things…  Firstly, the voice of the Shepherd cannot be contained. It’s not 
necessarily heard in churches or on the lips of great church men and women, although it 
may be! Jesus speaks without confinement, surprising us… just as in the same way, the Spirit 
of God will blow where it will over this earth.   
 
Where did people hear Jesus during his time on earth as one of us?  They heard him in the 
streets, the cities, across lakes and up mountains, in the dusty lanes and flowery fields, in 
the synagogues, at the tomb of the departed, in people's homes, around the table.  His 
voice was heard on the cross, at the most extreme point of suffering, as he transformed 
lives and forgave sins even then.   
 
Jesus' voice was heard where people lived out their existence – the loving, regretting, 
crying, laughing, longing moments of their every day.  He will call to us today in the same 
way, to any who will listen – maybe in the voices of the wounded or lost - or here at home 
wherever peace and justice need to be established and compassion engaged.  
 



 
Secondly, this is a heart-stirring voice, not just out there but in here, the voice of the 
Shepherd speaking in our souls.  So whether we hear the call to eradicate poverty or to help 
establish peace on a global or national or even domestic arena, or find his voice in our 
churches, our work places, our homes, our prayers, it is as we find our hearts moved that we 
will respond as his followers even in little ways and gifts of kindness which commit to the 
greater good. 
 
God may be waiting and wanting to speak to us in this present moment, in our hymns and 
prayers this morning or around the Lord's table today, perhaps in our greetings after the 
service.  Let’s accept that as a possibility and then we may hear both words to encourage us 
as we see where God has been walking with us, what has been good, the blessings that he 
has showered upon us;  
 
and maybe too, the voice that will unsettle us, and speak of the challenges that we still need 
to pick up, the voice that will call us on to new adventures, new risks to be taken to allow us 
to grow more and more into a kingdom-shaped community if we are willing to play our part 
in God's almighty plan. 
 
Being a ‘sheep’ of the flock is a huge and wonderful business; and discerning the Shepherd’s 
purposes and encouragement becomes clearer the more we are open to discover his great 
care for us.  We and all people travelling the path of hope face what may seem an 
impossible task when we look at the world around us – to somehow find that ray of light in 
the darkness and the word of hope to speak into despair, and to see the wonder in the 
ordinary and everyday world that most of us inhabit week on week, for it is surely there too. 
 
One day, that voice will call us home ‘hopefully’ to peaceful green pastures and eternal 
springtime, but until that day, let us belong to Christ.  Let us hear him through each other 
and beyond these walls.  Let us join together in the blessed work of helping to establish a 
world where there is no more hunger or pain, no more thirst but springs of living water 
rising up in a land where God has called us to wipe away every tear that falls.  In this we ask 
for God’s grace, to whom be all eternal praise and glory,  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


