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Service of 9 Lessons and Carols 
 
Tonight we have once again heard the Christmas story unfold in word and song. 
Familiar readings; we hear them each year, and familiar carols as well as some 
new and beautiful pieces sung by the choirs; a very big thank you to Graham and 
the choir them as they make this service so very special each year. 
 
Familiar reading, yet I suspect many of us are more familiar with the Christmas 
Story as written by Luke than the one we have just heard as written by John.  
 
Luke tells the story of the angles bringing good news to the shepherds, essential 
characters in any nativity scene, of shepherds who run to the stable to discover 
for themselves this ‘thing which has happened.’ To the very place where they 
encounter Mary and Joseph and the infant Jesus lying in the manger and 
although the reading we have just heard from John regularly ends our carol 
service as the final and concluding ninth lesson, we are I suspect more familiar 
with starting the Christmas story with the journey to Bethlehem rather than with 
creation at the beginning of time. 
 
For John the journey to Christmas started a very long time ago when the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God and for him it is hundreds of years before 
we get to that ‘are we nearly there moment’ that comes as he begins the 
prologue to his Gospel proclaiming that Jesus, the Word has now become flesh.  
 
This is John's nativity story; not one with shepherds and angels or a babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger.  In his nativity story, he takes 
us back to the beginning of time.  He echoes the words from the book of Genesis 
that tell us: In the beginning God created; and moved over the chaos and 
darkness and said, "Let there be light."   
 
In John's gospel, from the very beginning was the Word, from the very beginning 
Jesus was.  The God who moved over the face of the deep, over the darkness, 
who spoke and said "let there be light," is the same God who was there at the 
beginning and spoke that Word, the same God who now become flesh and blood 
and makes his dwelling among us.  
 
John leaves us in no doubt that it is God himself that we are welcoming at 
Christmas time as Emmanuel, God with us, the incarnate one who has come 
down to earth in human form, and so the ‘are we nearly there’ of each Christmas 



Eve is fulfilled, as Christmas Day arrives and the incarnation once again becomes 
a reality, as we are urged to welcome God himself, to receive him in the bodily 
person of the babe in the manger, to receive him as the word made flesh, to 
receive him as the one who has come to shine his light into the darkest corners 
of our world, and I’m sure we could all name many dark places at this time, to 
receive him as the one who has come to be with us and to stay with us and in 
us, that is if we are willing to welcome him into our lives this Christmas time. 
 
So tonight, as once again we prepare to celebrate the Good News of Christmas, 
we know the wait is almost over, we know that God is here with us, not only as 
Jesus our Saviour, but as Emmanuel, God with us, as God who is with us today 
and if we will allow him for all of eternity. 
 
Emmanuel means that God comes to us and does not wait for us to come to him. 
 
Emmanuel means that God really knows you and understands how you feel, 
what you worry about, why you do what you do 
 
Emmanuel means God loves you and even in the deepest darkness you are not 
alone. 
 
Emmanuel, God-with-us means that you will never ever be alone again. 
 
So, as we go from here tonight, can I urge each one of you to take Emmanuel, 
the incarnate one with you, not only into your celebrations this Christmas but 
into all that you will be doing in the weeks and months to come, as we prepare 
to welcome the Christ child once again this Christmas Day. 
 
 


