
Sunday After Ascension 2019 
Empty Shoes 

 
This morning I have a riddle for you 
 
What has a sole but no body 
A tongue but no mouth 
Needs heeling but isn’t hurt 
Can be any length but is always a foot? 
 
A pair of shoes 
 
In the world there are millions of shoes and they serve many purposes from 
Ballet to walking boots, marathon running  to wedding watching, comfy and 
cosy or sturdy and weather proof 
 
Who has had new shoes recently? 
 
Finding just the ‘right’ pair can take ages? 
 
Who has special shoes, shoes that bring back a special memory? 
 
I wonder if Jesus left his shoes behind when he left his friends and went back 
to heaven; he may not have left empty shoes but he left an empty space! For 
40 days he had been appearing to the disciples and now there was just a 
empty space and shoes that needed filling. 
 
I hope the contents of my bag will help us to understand a bit more about the 
Ascension. 
 
Football Boots, slippers and sandals 
 
Three different types of shoes – lets begin with the word shoe and see if this 
can help us   S H O E 
Seated 
High 
Over 
Everything   a good way to describe where Jesus is now,  

but what does it mean for us 
 



Bag 1 – Football boots 
Who has ever owned a pair of these? 
Been in a winning team? 
Scored the winning goal? 
 
And who has shared in the ‘we’ve won’ excitement as a supporter from the 
touch line or the terraces, without even touching the ball – I can see somebody 
here who did that last week at Wembley (David Stafford and Charlton) 
 
At Ascension Jesus returns to heaven to claim his Easter Victory as king, the 
victory he has won over death and as part of his team we can also cry ‘we’ve 
won’ 
 
So these shoes can help us remember that Jesus is now the King who reigns, 
the king who is seated high over everything. 
 
Bag 2 – Slippers 
Who has a pair of these? 
When do you usually put your slippers on – when you’re at home, when you 
are relaxing and resting. 
 
These help us to remember that Jesus has gone home. He has gone back to 
heaven to be with his Father, where he was welcomed by angels. And because 
he has gone home we can know that we too can one day find a home in 
heaven. 
 
How can we be sure? 
Because of Easter, at Easter Jesus paid the price for us, for us to be able to be 
with him in heaven one day. 
 
These shoes help us to remember that Jesus is the rescuer who paid the price. 
 
Bag 3 – Sandals 
What these make you think of? 
Summer walks and sunny warm weather – just like today 
Shoes to relax in and play in 
 
These are more like the shoes that Jesus would have worn when he lived on 
earth all those years ago. 
 



Shoes he walked in 
Shoes he talked in 
Shoes he taught in 
Shoes he wore when he was happy and when he was sad 
When he was lonely and tired 
Shoes which Jesus wore in his earthly life,  
a life that like ours was full of different experiences, some good and some not 
so good 
a life like ours that is full of temptation and difficulties. 
 
Ascension reminds that Jesus took all these human experiences back to heaven 
with him, so we know he understands us and all the things we have to deal 
with as he prays for us day by day in heaven 
 
These shoes remind us that Jesus is the friend who prays. 
 
Three different types of shoes help to remind us that  
Jesus is in the place of victory – a place he wants to share with us 
Jesus has gone home – to a place he is preparing for us 
Jesus is at prayer – praying for us to win with him 
 
I wonder if Jesus left his shoes on earth the day he Ascended to heaven? 
 
When he was on earth he needed shoes like our shoes and today he calls us to 
follow in his footsteps as we walk this earth in our shoes. 
 
Bu that’s not the end of the story, because he hasn’t left us to walk alone as he 
reigns in heaven, but you need to come and hear next week’s story, the story 
of Pentecost to see how Jesus 
 
The king who reigns,  
the rescuer who pays  
and the friend who prays  
helps us to walk in his way day by day. 
 
Amen. 
 
 


