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Easter Day  
 
Each Easter Day we begin the service with the words; Alleluia, Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, and then we 
mark and light the Paschal Candle, to symbolise the unquenchable risen and living, Light of Christ that has 
burst forth from the tomb.  
 
This year we will of course say the words, but the candle will remain unlit, unlit until the Sunday when we 
next gather in Holy Trinity; but not having the lit candle in no ways diminishes the wonder and truth of the 
empty tomb, and the wonder and truth of the risen Christ, who because of his death and resurrection makes 
it possible for each one of us to be in a loving and lasting relationship with our Lord. 
 
Over the last few weeks so much has changed in the way we live our lives and in the way we are able to 
worship, some of us may be feeling fearful, some of us may be finding it hard to hang on to our faith as the 
bedrock of so many aspects of daily life seem to have turned to shifting sands.  
 
This year during Holy Week, I have been reading and pondering on the Stations of the Cross, through a new 
book ‘Walking the Way of the Cross’ with reflections by Bishop Philip North, the Bishop of Burnley, Paula 
Gooder, the Chancellor of St Paul’s Cathedral, and Bishop Stephen Cottrell, the Bishop of Chelmsford, and 
Archbishop of York designate. The plan was to do this together as a church throughout Passion Tide. Maybe 
next year we will, but we would not have done the 15th and final station, because that is the resurrection, 
and that is for today Easter Day and not Passion Tide.   
 
I have been very moved and encouraged, especially in this difficult time in our world by the words of Philp 
North, printed below, entitled ‘He is not here.’ 
 
What is the best news you have ever heard in your whole life? 
 
Was it the news of a baby due to be born into your family? Or a cash windfall? Or a win on the lottery? Was 
it the news of a new job or a new home? 
 
However good that news may be, it cannot be as good as the news we hear on Easter morning. The body is 
gone! Jesus is risen! If you accept that explanation of the events of Easter Day, then everything about your 
whole life is changed forever.  
 
If Jesus is risen, then the things he said about himself were true and we have been set free to live with him 
forever. If he is risen, then we are forgiven from sin, liberated from death, and called to share with others in 
a new and risen life. 
 
If he is risen, then the pain and injustice of this world cannot last, and the triumph of love is assured. If he is 
risen, then this is indeed his word, charged with his beauty and power. 
 
Of course, it could all be a shame or a terrible mistake, and the body of Jesus is still in a hole somewhere, 
waiting to be found. If that is the case, then our lives are sad indeed: brutal, short and devoid of purpose. 
 
Bur if Jesus is risen, then there is a new creation and we are a new Easter people. If Jesus is risen, we are 
free. That’s more than just good news. It is the best news there can ever be. 
 
+Bishop Philip North 
 
I wish you all a very Happy Easter, simply because He is Risen! Alleluia! 
Rev Sue 


