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2nd Sunday before Advent  

 
Signs of the end of the age 

 
Malachi 4 v 1 – 2a and Luke 21 v 5 – 19 

 

Are you brave enough to ask what the grandchildren want for Christmas, and if you are do 

you get them what they want!  

William, aged four apparently wants a green plastic turkey, so far quite a challenge, but it 

might be just possible, apart from the fact that he wants one that sings ‘I love turkeys that 

sing,’  

Lucy his seven year old sibling wants a crystal ball so that she can see the future, again not 

something we can get for her, and if I’m honest not something  that I would want to be able 

to have and to know, unlike the disciples who are with Jesus today. They want to know exactly 

when things are going to happen and what ‘signs’ to look out for along the way. 

Today we are almost at the end of the church year we have some difficult verses to engage 

with, in both the Old Testament and Gospel readings set for today, readings that many would 

I suspect like to come with the benefit of knowing exactly what the future holds, and not 

simply just the unpleasant things that are to be endured along the way. 

So let’s begin with a brief look at Luke, we will come back to him later. Jesus and some of his 

disciples are talking about the temple, the most magnificent building in Jerusalem. One stone 

at the south-west corner was 36 feet long and Josephus the Jewish historian wrote that 

‘whatever was not overlaid with gold was purest white.’ Herod gave a golden vine as one of 

the decorations and the clusters of grapes we are told was a big as a man. This was indeed a 

most magnificent building, but one that we know would be destroyed in AD70 when the 

Romans sacked Jerusalem and as Luke writes a time when ‘not one stone will be left upon 

another; [and] all will be thrown down.’ As Jesus and his friends chatted that day this must 

have seemed impossible to believe, impossible to believe that such a great and magnificent 

building would be totally destroyed and ‘thrown down.’ 

The conversation continues with the desire to know when this would happen and what would 

the signs be; how would they know that destruction was on the way so that they could 

prepare for what was to come. We of course know that the  temple was destroyed but we 

like them have no knowledge of when ‘the end of the age’ will come, because only the Father 

knows that for sure. So should we like them be looking for signs? 



Floods in the north of our country, devasting fires in New South Wales, climate change, plastic 

pollution, drought, crop failures, the list could be much longer, because we know we live in 

difficult times, we like the disciples are no nearer knowing what the future will bring, but we 

like the disciples need to be ready and prepared, ready and prepared to stand firm in our faith 

and be ready and prepared to be open to the transforming work of Christ within.  

But before we spend more time with Jesus and his friends I would like to take us back 
hundreds of years before the events Luke is writing about to the time of the prophet Malachi, 
whose name means simply ‘my messenger’ who was thought by many to be the last of the 
Old Testament prophets, the last to speak for God before John the Baptist the forerunner of 
Christ, and to his prophecy that a day, a dreadful day is coming, the great day of the Lord, a 
day which we heard about in our Old Testament Reading today which will be burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all the evil doers will be stubble, a day that shall burn them 
up …. So that it will leave them neither root nor branch. Not words of comfort and not the 
words we simply of Malach, but the words of the one who spoke through him, we are hearing 
the words of God. 
 

Malachi wrote most likely in the fifth century BC. The Jews had returned from exile in Babylon, 

the temple had been rebuilt, but worship had already fallen again into disarray, the law was 

not being kept and fulfilled and Malachi was sent to warn people against the offenses they 

were committing before God; with unworthy worship, corrupt leaders, oppression of hired 

workers, widows, and orphans, rejection of aliens. Take care, God says through Malachi, the 

day of the Lord is coming, a time of refining, a time of purification, a time that will not be 

good for everyone, a time of judgement and  a time that is needed to prepare the people for 

God’s presence and his return to his people;  

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 
 
Words that are far from comforting  for the listeners of the fifth century BC and not words 
that bring comfort to our ears today. But alongside the warning there was also the promise 
of hope, hope for those who were prepared to turn back to God and change their ways, to 
those who were willing and wanting to be transformed. Words of comfort for those who are 
prepared to rely on God and his ways and not on themselves. 
 

 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.  
 
I know very little about farming but the imagery here speaks of freedom and joy, the freedom 
and joy that comes after being shut up in a barn and released into a lush meadow to run and 
play when no longer kept in a confined space.  
 
This is of course is where our reading ends today, but I think that if we go on and read the 
next verse we will be better able to see how this might apply to us today even though these 
words were written down about 2.500 years ago. The next verse says; 



 
And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on 
the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 
 
I suggest that brings a bit of a smile back to our faces, that is if we are confident that we are 
the ones who are to do the treading down and not the ones who are under the soles of the 
feet. But I suggest it’s not really quite as easy as that, its’ not that black and white, yes there 
are those who are corrupt and evil, then as there are now, yes there are those who oppress 
others, again then as now and yes there are those who are wicked, again then as now, but 
how were are in fact people who are like us, people who are a mix of good and bad, a mix 
that can be both those who at times can be the ‘treaders down of the wicked’ but can also at 
times be those who are under the soles of the feet a mix that needs to be changed and 
transformed by God, a mix that if we go back to Jerusalem and re-join Jesus and the disciples 
are those who Jesus is talking about.  
 
Those who need to be prepared for difficult times to be endured; persecution, prison, and 
trial, betrayal by friends and family, but also those who will have opportunity to testify, an 
opportunity to speak out their faith with words and the promise from Jesus that he will give 
them a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.  
 
Hopefully for us we will not be asked to endure such things, although we are being asked to 
be prepared to do so, to be those who are willing to endure for Christ, knowing that if we do 
so there is the promise that we will gain our souls, and that is not something that we could 
ever see in a crystal ball that can’t predict the future but we can have assurance of because it 
is promised by Christ. 
 
 

 

 


