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Many years ago, I was invited to a quite extraordinary service at a church in San Francisco where my sister 
was living at the time.  It would take me too long to tell you all about it, but one of the things that stuck in 
my mind, was the way in which the Gospel was read and then shared.  We were sitting in this beautiful 
light space, in a huge circle around a central altar, and after the Gospel was read, there was no sermon 
exactly, just a few thoughts, and then all were invited, if they wanted to, to share their insights and 
wisdom as to what the reading meant to them.  I really appreciated that sense of the congregation 
'owning' the word of God together... 
 
Well, this morning I would just love to emulate that openness and invite contributions from any of you as 
to what you think today's parable is all about! Because today we are faced with what is described by many 
as amongst the most challenging of texts, often regarding it as the most perplexing of Jesus' parables.  And 
as I read around the suggestions of several wise commentators, I didn't find a single one who could really 
explain these tricky words.    
 
So what to say?  I think the first thing that comes to my mind is that this reading just goes to demonstrate 
that we simply cannot ever say that we've got our understanding of Jesus where we want it - orthodox, 
neat, predictable. We like, or I like, to be able to grasp the meaning of the parables so that we can share 
their good news.  We like to be able to make sense of Jesus' stories because that means that in some way 
we can own the spirit of Jesus' words. We get it! 
 
We like the stories that give us hope and say something about us, our lives, our trust in God and his 
goodness, so we can aim to live our lives after this model of behaviour.  But now, my friends, the tables are 
turned, just as the Pharisees discovered, and we hear Jesus saying something that makes no sense to us, 
doesn't fit in with what we understand are central Christian ethics of honesty, diligence and faithfulness. 
 
This reading throws a spanner into our comfortable works, because it seems that the person getting the 
thumbs up from Jesus, is the one who might meet with our disapproval because he has acted dishonestly, 
and is encouraged to use dishonest wealth to further his own needs.  So is Jesus praising unjust and sneaky 
financial dealings? 
 
Yes, the part about the shrewdness of the dishonest servant we can grasp quite clearly.  And yes, I think we 
can nod in agreement that if wealth or prestige or power are your gods then it is nigh on impossible to give 
your all to, or receive from, the God of love.  You cannot serve two opposing masters. 
 

So can I make a bold suggestion that it could just be that what we are seeing here is a description of the 
outrageous generosity of the divine spirit that is offered to us all?  

Is Jesus actually telling this story to explain the absurd abundance of the life and love he was offering, that 
his blessings excluded no-one, even the dodgy dealers of this world?  Maybe - it's just a possibility... 

Let's go back 2000 years.  I once read that Jesus was thought of as a 'rogue rabbi' in his day because he 
consistently provoked the rage of his peers by freely forgiving the sins of those who came to him, and for 
including those same so-called sinners, in the world of God's acceptance. As far as certain religious 
authorities were concerned, he was mismanaging his responsibility which was to offer God's justice and 
forgiveness only after the law had been satisfied. 
 
In other words, Jesus was thought to offer "cheap grace", healing, forgiving profusely, seemingly giving 
away for nothing the benefits usually earned by being an obedient Jew! All he asks is that those forgiven or 
healed take up their cross and follow his way, share his hope.   



 
So is it not the role of our church today to emulate this generosity of spirit, and to freely present to all 
people the grace of God's blessings? Is it not important for us to remember that we are not the ones to say 
to whom, where and how God's grace is justified, deserved?  Does the Spirit not flow freely on earth where 
it will, unfettered, a little wild and unrestrained?  Could this be something of the meaning, the joy of our 
passage today?  
 
Only Jesus Christ has exemplified humanity as God intended. At times we will live by our wits; we will 
choose security or comfort or wealth over God, we will serve the wrong master.  And we may not always 
be clear exactly what the gospels are saying to us about the way of the world, I don’t think any of us can be 
and I hope I haven't tied you up in knots today, but we can always find reason to rejoice in being a part of 
this incredible act of divine creation, with a deep thankfulness for the gracious invitation to love and be 
loved beyond measure. 
 
Amen. 


