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At the home of a Pharisee 
 

Hebrews 13 v 1-8 and 15-16 and Luke 14 v 1 and 7-14 (The Message) 
 

 

Who would you invite to your perfect dinner party? 
What would you give them to eat and drink? 

Where would it be? 
What would you wear? 

How would you decide who sits next to you? 
 

Today Jesus is at a party. Well known teachers were often to meals after the 
Sabbath synagogue service. These occasions were more than just a ‘good meal’ 
as they often took the form of a discussion around a religious theme.  
 
Today they have gathered in the home of a leader of the Pharisees, and Jesus 
is with those who are actively seeking to find ground for criticism against him, 
and as he so often does he uses the opportunity to raise issues that are at the 
heart of ‘Kingdom living’ issues that for today go well beyond the etiquette 
that is expected on such an occasion.  
 
The parable that we have just heard clearly highlights the convention around 
seating arrangements, but more than that the story warns us against having an 
exaggerated sense of self-importance, as shown by the embarrassment felt by 
the ‘demoted’ individual in the story. At the heart of this encounter is the need 
for all who follow Christ as members of his Kingdom to be those who are will 
to display humility  in relation both to God and to others. 
 
The final verses of this passage speak into the expectation of the culture that 
hospitability should be reciprocal, something many of us would subscribe to 
today, and often invitations would have a strong element of self-interest, again 
not totally unknown today, especially were high-status guests were involved, 
but in the upside-sown world if the Kingdom of God our motivation should not 
be hospitality for our own advancement but rather service that is motivated by 
our concern for others, which will result in care for the vulnerable, the poor 
and those on the margins of society. 
 
Our first reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews gives us a ‘tick list’ of ways 
that we can live this out –  



 
• Keep being concerned for others -  who is God laying on your heart to 

pray for this week? 
 

• Being sure to welcome strangers into our homes – is there a neighbour, 
someone you know is lonely that you could invite in or take out for a 
coffee this week? 
 

• Remember the people who are in prison and those who are suffering 
because of their faith. Is there a particular country or group of people 
that you could pray for this week? 
 

• Be faithful in our friendships and partnerships, be willing to put the 
needs of those we love first. 
 

• Don’t fall in love with money – be satisfied with what we have and be 
willing to have what we have with others. Give thanks this week for all 
that God has given you. 
 

Humility is at the heart of the words of scripture we have heard today, let’s 
just spend a quiet moment asking God to help us to make the needs of others 
a priority in the coming week, and for us to be willing to grow in our concern 
for others as we seek to look out into our local community, our nation and our 
world with God’s eyes and to be willing to be changed and transformed as a 
result. 
 
Amen 
 
 

 
 
 


