
2019-02-17 Ali Cooper  
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May these words speak only and always of the glory of God.  Amen. 
 
The Church, that is, the people of the Church, we are here to mutually comfort, to restore, 
to transform, to heal through the grace of God, the difficulties we face as part of our 
human existence - it is said that if this is not a place where we can shed tears, then where 
is?  And of course we are here to be refreshed by worship and fellowship.  We are here to 
give thanks for the blessings, the Beatitudes, of our lives, to celebrate milestones, to share 
good news and to be fed at the Lord's table.   
 
All this is like our beating heart, all good news, but today, as we look at this gospel 
reading, we are shown another side of the nature of Jesus, not the safe 'doing and saying 
nice things' Jesus, but the profound, sacrificial, mysterious Jesus, the Christ,  as he speaks 
so profoundly in this passage better known in Matthew than this version in Luke.   
 
So, this amazing reading - the Sermon on the Plain this time, as opposed to on the Mount 
as presented by Matthew.  I guess this is another take on the same event, a gathering of 
the sick and the heart-weary, those searching for some relief in their lives, some purpose 
maybe - a great multitude from miles around all gathered to hear the words of Jesus.   
 
Jesus certainly could draw a crowd, could Jesus, his charisma and power shining out all 
around him, so that people wanted to be near him, hear him speak, be touched by his 
healing hands. But actually it is primarily to his disciples that he turns and addresses these 
words - and that's us today. 
 
But there is a stark difference between these Beatitudes or 'supreme blessedness' as the 
word means, to those in Matthew, which is partly where the grittier bit comes in.  Yes, 
both writers stress the standing-on-your head nature of certain conditions - to be poor, to 
be hungry, to weep, to be hated - it seems that these are the lucky ones, the blessed ones, 
who I once read were usually seen as 'the fools, the push-overs, the victims and dreamers' 
- but the ones for whom Jesus will give his life. 
 
Jesus' words contain the language of hope - this is your lowly condition now, but it will 
not always be so, implying that there is one here who welcomes you, who honours and 
values you, and invites you to sit at his table and eat.  But there the similarity ends, for in 
Luke we have a truly thorny addition, a sting in the tail which brings us down to earth with 
a bump - as these blessings are followed by dire warnings - the 'Woes' - beware those who 
are rich, well-thought of,  happy!   
 
There is a sense in which we do not always know what to do with the Blessings and the 
Woes!  Do we see them just as a spiritual metaphor as they seem to be in Matthew, poor 
in spirit, and so on?  I don't think so, at least not in this Lucan version. In that case, do we 
understand these words to mean that we can only be blessed if we are poor, hungry, sad, 
that if life is good, then we will have our come-uppance in the next life? No, no, absolutely 



not - for there is no virtue in hunger or poverty or sadness. It is not something to seek out, 
but something to lead others away from. 
My own thinking is that this teaching, reversing values, is Jesus again throwing down the 
gauntlet in order to confront people's life style if it works against compassion, if riches are 
used or gained by oppression of the poor, if we fail in our vocation to be the light of the 
world.  So Jesus does not just offer hope to the impoverished of body or spirit,  but he 
goes further and challenges the behaviour of those who live well at the cost of treading on 
others, or ignoring their plight, or casting them out of society and religion, a message that 
lives for us all today. 
 
What we hear then is a description of the kingdom people, people who the powerful of 
that day considered to be sinners; and to include them in some kind of new kingdom, 
must have caused deep offense to the religious leaders who thought they held the 
monopoly on offering forgiveness and restitution. These powerful folk are the ones who 
might have held the keys of the earth right then, but Jesus has come along to open the 
gate to a new kingdom where the lowly will be embraced and the outcasts drawn in. 
 
So maybe it is that the Beatitudes present a new set of principles that focus on love and 
humility rather than force or extortion or indifference as they echo the highest ideals of 
Jesus' teachings on empathy and compassion. We are reminded that we cannot side-step 
the inverted values and challenge of our faith for the sake of gentle platitudes that do not 
rock boats or upset tables, that stop short of shaking up the complacent.. 
 
We may not be able to follow in the footsteps of Jesus by travelling around with his 
message of hope for all, but we can practice his way of life, a way of forgiving and loving 
and prayer, accepting these gospel words not as a new moral code, but as a depiction of 
kingdom life, offering a subversive wisdom, a beacon of hope. 
 
Surely God’s goodness is a blessing both to those who suffer and to those of any state 
who join God in alleviating suffering, be they rich or poor, powerful or lowly. Blessed 
indeed are all those who pay attention to the good workings of their heart, a temple meet 
for the Lord. Through them, through us, the kingdom will break through and maybe, just 
maybe, glimmers of a new day will be seen on the horizon. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


