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Matthew 16 verses 21 – 28 
 

“The call to live as the people of God” 
 
For Matthew the context of today’s reading is very important; it is a turning point, a pivotal 
moment in his Gospel; it is the first announcement of the suffering that is to come for the 
Messiah as it sets out the course that is needed for all who seek to follow his pathway of 
discipleship, for all who seek to follow in his footsteps. 
 
As we heard last week, Peter has just confessed Jesus as the Christ and for the disciples there 
is now no doubt about who Jesus is. Shortly the ‘inner three’ Peter, James and John will 
experience the presence of God in a profound way as they climb the mountain with Jesus and 
witness his transfiguration and as they hear for themselves the voice of God saying ‘This is my 
Son whom I love, with him I am well pleased’ along with the instruction to ‘listen to him’ 
 
But, and how often we hear that little word ‘but’ when we are reflecting on the words of 
scripture, it is between these two events that Matthew places today’s reading, an encounter 
which turns on its head the pathway and route that the disciples were expecting to follow. I 
would like to suggest in their human minds that their thought process went something like 
this; because Jesus is the Messiah, we need to go to Jerusalem with him gathering support on 
the way so he can defeat the rulers, so that the messianic kingdom can begin, whereas what 
they were actually being told was that  because Jesus is the Messiah, we need to go to 
Jerusalem with him because he is going to suffer and die, and in doing so will defeat the rulers 
so that the messianic kingdom can begin, definitely not the kingdom they were expecting or 
the pathway that they thought they were about to follow, and even less expected was that 
they were also being told that they will have to give up everything if they are to follow him; 
and more than that each of them will have to be prepared to ‘deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me’ 
 
The disciples must have been so perplexed as they grappled with the thought of a messiah 
who was to suffer, in their minds the messiah would be a warrior king, a new David who would 
defeat the ‘Goliaths’ who were in control of their lives and bring back the glory days of Israel 
and God’s chosen people,  and even more perplexing must have been the possibility that they 
too would be called to suffer as well; picking up your cross was something they would have 
seen happen many times as a criminal headed towards their certain death; so for them it 
would have been a very stark, unexpected and unwelcome picture that Jesus had started to 
paint.  
 
For all those who seek to know and love Christ there were, and still are high expectations on 
how they will live, on how they will behave, and on how they are to follow God’s ways in a 
world that does not always seek to take the same pathway, but, yes here is this little word 
again, I hope you will take as an encouragement what Jesus is actually saying here, it is your 
cross that he is asking you to take up, not his cross as you seek to follow him each day, a 
theme that Paul Wright, the Archdeacon on Bromley refers to in his reflection on this reading 



on the Diocesan website this week. If you haven’t listened to Paul can I encourage you to do 
so. Also it is not, my cross, that you are being asked to carry, that is MY problem not yours, 
and because the call to carry is individual. for each one of us what we are being asked to carry 
will be different. The pathway that we are being called to follow, will of course be the same, 
the way of Christ, with the call to love God first and neighbour as ourselves, but the way that 
we are being called to do it may well be very different for each one of us, especially in the 
difficult times we are currently living in. 
 
For some of us we may be being called to give something up and to let go of something that 
is a stumbling block to us growing in faith; it could be a letting go of something physical or a 
letting go of an idea or view we have held onto for many years, for others of us it might be a 
taking up of a more disciplined approach to how we live out our faith, through prayer or 
perhaps by actively helping others. 
 
For each of us the giving up and taking up will be different, but for each of us the call is the 
same …  
 
Are we prepared to suffer for the Christ we profess faith in? 
 
Are we prepared like the disciples to begin to come to terms with knowing that taking up our 
cross just might mean more than a simply a metaphor for change? 
 
Are we open to the possibility that it might actually mean being asked to do something that 
may not only change the way we live but also the people we are? 
 
Are we willing as Peter James and John will be told on the mount of Transfiguration be 
prepared to Listen to Him and act on what we hear? 
Amen. 
 


