
LYDIA CORFE PRESS (1984-2008) 
 

Brought up in Pootings, Lydia packed an incredible amount of activity into her 
24 years. It was said that she worked hard, played hard and lived life to the full, 
and her achievements were many. An energetic and gregarious young woman, 
her beautiful stone memorial in the churchyard recalls that she ‘loved to share 
her time and space with others’. 
 
Lydia was born in 1984, the second daughter of Nigel and Julia Press, from 
whom she inherited a talent for singing. Following in the footsteps of her sister 
Naomi, she won an academic scholarship to Sevenoaks School where she 
excelled in music, and during her gap year before going to university, took part 
in a chamber production of Dido and Aeneas at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. 
She then became a choral scholar at St Martin in the Fields and sang with a 
number of choirs, including that of the Thomas Tallis Society in Greenwich 
alongside her parents. 
 
When she went up to Oxford to read Earth Science at St Peter’s College, it was 
with a choral scholarship. Characteristically, Lydia soon became a leading 
member of the Schola Cantorium Oxford with whom she toured Argentina, 
Mexico and Israel, and broadcast on Radio 3. She also sang and recorded 
contemporary music with the choir, Commotio. 
 
Although music played an important part in her life, Lydia’s main passion was 
for climbing, which she shared with her father and had no doubt been inspired 
by family holidays spent camping among mountains. It was a passion that 
subsequently took her to various ranges, including the Rockies, the European 
Alps, the Pyrenees and the Atlas Mountains. As a teenager she received formal 
training as a climber among the mountains of Wales and Scotland, and at 
university became President of the Oxford University Mountaineering Club 
where she introduced many of her fellow undergraduates to the sport. 
 
In the summer of 2006 Lydia travelled to Cambodia on behalf of Action Contre 
la Faim, to study groundwater contamination for her Master’s dissertation, and 
graduated the following year after presenting the results of her research at the 
Goldschmidt Symposium in Cologne. She then continued with her studies in 
Environmental Science, Policy and Management at the Central European 
University in Budapest, where she became the student representative for the 
course, serving as a mediator in dealing with the concerns of her fellow 
students, and teaching English in her spare time.  
 
Lydia wrote that she wanted to ‘integrate [her] scientific academic background 
with wider environmental and sustainability issues in the company of like-



minded people from all over the world, and learn from their different cultures 
and experiences at the same time.’ 
 
Taking a short break from her studies in May 2008, Lydia visited the French 
Alps with her boyfriend, with whom she was making the ascent of La Tour 
Ronde – an impressive 12,400ft peak in the Mont Blanc range, known as a first-
class viewpoint - when they were both involved in a tragic accident in which 
she lost her life. Arnaud, to whom she was roped, escaped with comparatively 
minor injuries to his leg.  
 
Lydia was an experienced, careful mountaineer, the ascent route well within her 
capabilities and those of her partner, and conditions were good. But having 
attended the funeral of a fellow OUMC climber just four months earlier, she 
knew only too well that mountaineering is not without risk. In order to live her 
life full-on, and to experience the wild places of this earth in all their glory, it 
was a risk she was prepared to take. 
 
Wherever she went Lydia Press made friends and became an inspiration to 
many. Her all-too-short life was both rich and fulfilling, and one to celebrate, 
and in her name a memorial fund set up by her parents continues her work by 
supporting graduate field research in the environmental and humanitarian issues 
that were dear to her heat. Lydia’s inspiration lives on. 
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