
MARGARET SAYELL (1919-2009) 
 
One of her friends described Margaret as ‘everyone’s favourite granny’, for she 
was looked upon with much love and affection by each generation that met her.  
Admired and respected in equal measure, she left a legacy that lives on 
wherever music is played by those who had the privilege of sitting beside her at 
the piano to have their hands guided by hers across the keys. 
 
Born in Croydon in 1919, Margaret Sayell (née Walker) was an only child 
whose father had been badly wounded in the First World War.  After the family 
moved to Hilders Lane in Marlpit Hill, she was educated at Tonbridge Girls’ 
Grammar School before training as an Infant School Teacher at Furzedown 
College in Wandsworth, where her love of music led to her singing with the 
BBC choir, with whom she often performed in concerts at the Royal Albert 
Hall. 
 
Having completed her training in 1940, she was then evacuated to Veryan in 
Cornwall where she was taken on as a teacher at the village school.  The two 
years she spent there saw the birth of a number of life-long friendships and a 
never-fading love for the West Country which she explored at every 
opportunity, and where she would come to spend countless holidays in the years 
ahead. 
 
Back home in Kent Margaret married farmer Ron Sayell, whom she’d met 
whilst country dancing.  They moved to Manor Farm at Marsh Green where she 
raised four children and then taught in various neighbourhood schools - most 
memorably at Hever where she spent twenty happy and productive years. 
 
When she was widowed in 1969, Margaret and her family had to leave Manor 
Farm, so they moved to the cottage in Dairy Lane, Crockham Hill, that was to 
be her home for the rest of her days, and it was there that she found a new outlet 
for her talents as a much-loved piano teacher.  Year after year a seemingly-
endless stream of young (and not so young) pupils would come knocking on the 
door of Barnfield Cottage, so it was fitting that her star pupil, Jamie MacVinnie 
(then assistant organist at Westminster Abbey) should play the organ, and Jess 
Kelly (one of her last protégés) give a musical tribute at her funeral in 2009. 
 
Throughout her long life Margaret Sayell gave willingly of her time and talents.  
Through her openness she gathered a wide circle of friends; she served as a 
governor at Marsh Green School, worshipped week by week at the Marsh Green 
URC, and was actively involved with the Edenbridge Town Twinning 
Association through which she made many friends in Mont Saint Aignan, and 
welcomed them into her home.  She was a member of the Women’s Christian 



Fellowship, and accompanied local close-harmony group Clam Chowder in 
many of their early performances.   
 
Margaret truly lived her (almost) ninety years, and with a strong Christian faith 
to support her through the long fading months leading to her death, she looked 
to the end of her earthly life with confidence and hope.  And at the end, 
‘everyone’s favourite granny’ left a legacy of music that plays on. 
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