
THE VENERABLE RICHARD JOHN MASON (1929-1997) 
 

Former journalist and Ipswich Town supporter, the Venerable Richard Mason 
was the first Priest-in-Charge of Holy Trinity when the parish linked with 
Edenbridge in the 1980s.   
 
Born and brought up in Ipswich, pipe-smoking Richard Mason retained his 
connection with the Suffolk town throughout his life by his support for its 
football club, and never were meetings of the Crockham Hill PCC more swiftly 
dealt with than when a match involving Ipswich Town FC was being televised 
at the same time! 
 
Richard was the supreme communicator with a twinkling eye who told how a 
friend of his three year old sister once asked: “Why is Ann’s little brother called 
Wretched?”   
 
That was typical of the man and his humour, for his style of ministry had a light 
touch that would capture and inspire congregations of all ages and backgrounds.  
That lightness of touch would not replace solemnity where solemnity was 
required, but was used as a way of easing the tension in difficult situations and 
when comforting the bereaved and lonely.  Always approachable, warm-hearted 
and generous, his three years at Holy Trinity were enriching for the whole 
parish. 
 
After National Service and before being ordained, Richard spent six years as a 
journalist, including a period with The Daily Mail.  By his own account he was 
immensely happy there, and “It was a wrench when I left it for three years hard 
labour in theological studies at Lincoln.” 
 
In 1973 he succeeded David Bartleet as Vicar of Edenbridge, and three years 
later was made Archdeacon of Tonbridge.  Of this appointment he later wrote: 
“I had spent most of my ministry avoiding archdeacons, but I could not quite 
avoid myself so tried to make the office as pastoral and human as I could.”  In 
this he was highly successful. 
 
Following the retirement of the Rev’d John Boyd Roberts in 1980, the status of 
Holy Trinity changed from that of an independent parish to one that would be 
linked with the parish of St Peter and St Paul in Edenbridge, with the Vicar of 
Edenbridge taking overall responsibility for both parishes.  The decision was 
not welcomed by everyone in Crockham Hill, but when Richard Mason moved 
into The Vicarage and assumed the role of Priest-in-Charge at Easter 1981, any 
objections were quickly smoothed over.  Richard’s diplomacy and charm 
worked wonders. 



 
He joined in the life of the village, became president of the Football Club, 
chaired the governing body of our local school, and gave practical support to a 
variety of causes in the surrounding area.  His enthusiasm for first class cricket 
led to his travelling great distances to watch matches throughout the country 
whilst on holiday, and at the other end of the cricketing scale he enjoyed taking 
part in a handful of charity matches played between Crockham Hill and 
Edenbridge. 
 
But it was as a parish priest that Richard Mason will be best remembered in 
Crockham Hill.  A father figure, Richard was as comfortable with children and 
teenagers as they were with him.  In the pulpit he rarely used notes – or if he 
did, they were not evident – yet his easily-digested sermons flowed with 
confidence and authority, punctuated with anecdotes that had a powerful 
relevance to those sitting in the pews.  A bag of soft toy animals held the 
attention of children at family services and school assemblies, with Mr Fox and 
Mr Emu acting out the message of the day.  And he had an uncanny talent for 
transforming a funeral into a very real celebration of a life lived.  In short, he 
was the perfect parish priest, and it was with sadness that his congregation had 
to accept his move to St Luke’s in Sevenoaks after three all-too-brief years here, 
when his archdeaconry duties were becoming more demanding. 
 
Richard retired from the priesthood in 1995 and moved back to Ipswich.  And it 
was there in the town of his birth that the great communicator and friend of 
Crockham Hill lost his battle with cancer, and died on 6th October 1997. 
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