
DENYS GODIN (1911-2006) 
The smile was unmistakable, the warmth of his greeting sincere. Denys Godin, 
one-time warden at Holy Trinity, and Crockham Hill stalwart, had the rare gift 
for making all whom he met feel special. 
 
The only child of Stephen and Gwendoline Godin of New Malden, Surrey, 
Denys Walter Godin was born on 13 March 1911. He must have shown early 
promise of leadership, for he was made Captain of his prep school at 
Shrewsbury House in Thames Ditton, after which he went to Marlborough 
where he gained a Senior Scholarship in Chemistry and Physics. 
 
Rather than take a place at university, when he left Marlborough in 1929, Denys 
went to Switzerland for a little over a year to improve his French and German 
before joining Killick Martin, the shipping company where both his father and 
grandfather were senior partners. Although it was, perhaps, an inevitable move, 
Denys considered it an unhappy day when he began work in the City, yet 
despite his apparent reluctance, he remained with the same company all his 
working days until taking retirement in 1970. 
 
In his early twenties he met Betty Farnfield, and within the year they were 
engaged. A little over a year later, they married on 27 April 1935, and set off on 
their honeymoon to Italy, spending three weeks on Lago Maggiore and in 
Florence, expecting to return to the new house they were having built on Hosey 
Hill at Westerham, only to find that its completion was to be delayed by several 
months. 
 
The following year Denys and Betty spent six months in the Far East, sailing on 
no less than twelve ships and spending time in China and Japan, among other 
countries of interest. Back home, rumbles of disquiet were coming from 
Germany, but when war was eventually declared, Denys’s work in shipping 
meant he was exempt from military service, so he continued with Killick 
Martin. 
 
It was during the war that Carol and Gillian were born, after which Betty took 
the children to Worcester with two other local families while Denys remained 
behind in Westerham. In 1945 he became godfather to Christopher Martin-
Jenkins, who was later to become the BBC’s main commentator on Test Match 
Special, and with whom he continued a close life-long friendship – as he did 
with CMJ’s father who had been at school with Denys at Marlborough.  
 
At the end of the war Denys seriously considered taking holy orders, but 
eventually decided to continue with Killick Martin after obtaining the 



agreement of the Partners that he could spend time on Church work – not least 
The Mission to Seamen with which he was closely associated. 
 
In 1956 Denys, Betty and their two daughters moved to Coachmans, the house 
at the end of the New Road that Betty’s architect-brother remodelled for them 
from two coachmen’s cottages. Remaining there for the next 22 years, Denys 
and Betty would later claim that their time in Crockham Hill was the happiest of 
their lives. Their presence also brought great benefit to the village, not only 
within the church community, but at the school, where Denys became a 
Governor, and at the Tennis Club where he served as President. 
 
Denys’s faith played an important part in his life. Apart from his involvement 
with The Mission to Seamen, he served on three PCCs, two Deanery Synods 
and the Rochester Diocesan Synod, and was Churchwarden first at St Mary’s, 
Westerham, then at Holy Trinity in Crockham Hill, where he gained a 
reputation for being remarkably well-organised and efficient, every detail 
meticulously recorded in his neat and instantly-recognisable handwriting. 
 
When, in the 1970s, major work was required to the church tower, Denys 
worked tirelessly to raise the necessary funds, and his close relationship with 
Christopher Martin-Jenkins resulted in CMJ bringing a celebrity cricket team, 
which included the great Colin Cowdrey (former England captain), to play 
against a Crockham Hill XI.  
 
When he finally retired from the City, Denys bought a sheep farm in the 
Lowther Hills of Scotland, with a farmhouse where he and the family spent 
many happy holidays, fulfilling his interest in birdwatching and reawakening a 
love of mountains which had begun with his time in Switzerland in 1930. (It 
was only when he left Crockham Hill that he gave away his original pre-war ice 
axe, which he’d used in the Alps.)  
 
His other great love was for the arts – music, literature, sculpture, and especially 
painting. Denys gathered a fine collection of paintings – so many that Betty 
referred to his study as The Sainsbury Wing! Once when on holiday in North 
Yorkshire he visited a local art show in a village hall, and was attracted to a 
particular canvas. When agreeing its purchase he was introduced to the artist. In 
the conversation that followed, Denys invited him to stay at Coachmans in order 
to paint the beautiful countryside that surrounds Crockham Hill. The artist took 
up the offer, and after staying for three weeks he gave Denys and Betty two 
paintings in gratitude for their hospitality. The artist (Norman Adams) later 
became a Royal Academician. This story illustrates not only Denys and Betty’s 
appreciation and understanding of fine art, but the trust they had in younger 
people after only a brief acquaintance. 



 
In 1978 Denys and Betty Godin moved to Tunbridge Wells, but they retained 
the friendships made during their time at Coachmans, as well as their interest in 
Crockham Hill, with Denys often writing in response to something he’d read in 
the Newsletter.  
 
With his positive attitude and great zest for life, it is no wonder that Denys 
remained mentally active and lived well into his nineties, recording with glee 
that he had been CRB checked in order to comply with regulations that would 
allow him to continue helping children to read at the local school. He was 90 at 
the time! 
 
He had a special relationship with his grandchildren, making an annual visit 
with each one to a museum, art gallery or concert, so he might come to 
understand and appreciate them better as individuals. 
 
Two days after celebrating 67 years of married life, Denys’s wife Betty passed 
away, and the following two years were further saddened by the death of Gill’s 
husband in 2002, and his daughter Carol in 2003. After reaching the grand age 
of 95, Denys himself died in August 2006. His ashes, along with those of Betty, 
were interred at Holy Trinity, the church he had served so faithfully throughout 
his time in Crockham Hill, where he is remembered as an utterly charming man 
who exuded warmth and friendship to all he met.  
 
Quietly spoken, modest, and intrinsically kind, Denys Walter Godin was in all 
ways a gentleman and a true Christian who cared for others and was well 
respected in return. 
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