
 
ALAN DAVIES (1937-2015) 
 
It was standing-room-only in church for the Service of Celebration and 
Thanksgiving for Alan Davies’s life, but then Alan’s was a life well worth 
celebrating, and his wide circle of friends and family were determined to do 
just that. It was an uplifting occasion, to which he would no doubt have given 
his seal of approval. 
 
Raised in Old Coulsdon, Alan was the first of the three children born to Alfred 
and Gladys Davies. Bright, inquisitive and ever-active, he was in the Scouts 
and Crusaders, played tennis, football, cricket and rugby, and performed on 
stage in shows produced by the local amateur dramatic society. Called to 
National Service during the Cold War mid-fifties, he joined the Royal Signals 
and was posted to Austria at the time when Russian tanks poured into 
neighbouring Hungary to crush the short-lived Hungarian Revolution. But 
when his two years in uniform expired, he went up to Oxford to read Modern 
History at Keble College, subsequently gaining a B.A. (Hons.) degree. 
 
Alan’s first foray into the world of employment was as an inspector with the 
Inland Revenue, but it was in the Iron and Steel Industry that he was to make 
his mark in a distinguished thirty-year career he found both fulfilling and 
rewarding. It took him around the world in various capacities, even during his 
so-called semi-retirement when as a consultant he was called upon to chair, or 
speak at, international conferences. It was whilst preparing for one of these that 
he and June were briefly taken hostage by Chechen rebels in an Istanbul hotel. 
 
Having met in the early 1960s when working together in Croydon, Alan and 
June married and raised their two young children, Melissa and Gavin, in Surrey 
before moving into Kent nearly thirty years ago, thus spending the majority of 
their married life in and around Crockham Hill. It was here that Alan served for 
a time as president of the village cricket club; he was on the committee of the 
Eden Valley Museum; took part in CHIPS productions; was heavily involved 
with parish support for Thamesreach Bondway and New Cross; was one of the 
Aimless Amblers, and a regular and valued member of the congregation, both 
at Holy Trinity – and at The Royal Oak! 
 
Such are the bare facts of Alan’s 77 years during which he touched the lives of 
so many at home and abroad with his warmth and friendliness. He had an 
irreverent wit that was balanced by an undying Christian faith; he was known 
for his dependability and sense of integrity; he never lost his zest for life – 
betrayed by the twinkle in his eye - nor his genuine interest in other people, nor 
indeed by his delight in the company of friends and family. Yes, Alan loved 
company, for he loved to talk, to spin a tale, to unfold ideas, and to spark others 
too. As Thomas Mann once observed; it is silence that isolates. Alan Davies 
was never isolated. An overflowing church on 28th January was testament to 



that, for he made his mark and will be missed - most of all by June, Melissa, 
Gavin and six loving grandchildren - but also by those who had the pleasure of 
his company and the warmth of his smile, if only for a short while. And that 
will live on.	  


