
THE REVEREND NESBITT TREDENNICK (1892-1976) 
 
Crockham Hill’s vicar for 16 years, Nesbitt Tredennick was almost sixty years 
old when he came to Holy Trinity, but his vigour was such that during his time 
here he re-energised the parish, was a founder-member of the village tennis club 
and introduced the annual Hot Pot Supper, which continues to this day as one of 
the most popular social events in the Crockham Hill calendar. 
 
John Nesbitt Ernest Tredennick was born in 1892, the elder son of Canon 
G.N.H. Tredennick whose ancestors had an estate in Ireland on the banks of the 
River Erne. Nesbitt (as he was known) was educated first at King Edward’s 
School, Birmingham, then, until war was declared in 1914, at Trinity Hall 
Cambridge where he was awarded an M.A.  
 
From 1914 until 1919 he saw action as a Captain in the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment, and was wounded in the first Battle of the Somme in July 1916. 
When peace was declared he returned to Cambridge, gaining an honours degree 
in Classics and Theology at the Ridley Hall theological college. The following 
year (1921) he was ordained and served as Curate of St James’s, Paddington 
until 1924, when he was appointed Principal of the Bishop Wilson Theological 
College on the west coast of the Isle of Man.  
 
A former student at the college there, who later became his curate in Southport, 
recalled that Nesbitt ‘exercised a strong influence on those who came under his 
care and tuition … especially among the ex-servicemen and older ordinands. 
Essentially a happy man himself, he sought to infect others and his loud guffaws 
often brought lightness to an otherwise heavy meeting.’ 
 
Following his marriage in 1931 to Marjorie Currie (who proved to be the ideal 
vicar’s wife, according to one source), he became Vicar of Emmanuel Church, 
Southport, in the Liverpool diocese, where he remained throughout the Second 
World War and subsequently raised two daughters, Wendy and Nicky. These 
were difficult times, for Emmanuel Church, which had only been consecrated in 
1898, was a vast cathedral-like building designed to seat a congregation of 
1200; the parish was expanding, and there were constant financial concerns. 
 
Moving to Crockham Hill in 1952 was a welcome change, although it brought 
fresh challenges. His predecessor at Holy Trinity was the controversial so-called 
‘Red Vicar’, whose departure left Nesbitt with the task of reuniting the parish 
and rebuilding the congregation. This he did with considerable success, backed 
by Marjorie with whom he not only began the hot pot supper tradition, but re-
started a branch of the Mothers’ Union and later formed a Young Wives’ 
Group. He formed both an adult and a children’s choir, whose weekly practices 



he conducted himself, and as an able musician, would accompany choir and 
congregation on the organ when the organist failed to turn up for a service. 
Nesbitt also established a reputation for visiting his parishioners at a somewhat 
late hour, and was once interrupted in his gardening to conduct a wedding 
whose timing had completely slipped his mind! 
 
Mr Tredennick was an enthusiastic supporter of the Crockham Hill football and 
cricket teams, and with Marjorie was a regular playing-member of the tennis 
club, while his love of the Lake District fells and Scottish mountains continued 
to attract until his climbing days came to an end when his health failed. 
 
And it was only by dint of failing health that he finally accepted the idea of 
retirement when in his mid-seventies, and moved to Rottingdean in 1968, where 
he then assisted with services at his local church and during interregnums at 
nearby parishes. At Saltdean, where he was involved in pastoral work, he is 
remembered with deep affection for his ‘interest and care for the people.’ 
 
After he died in 1976, Denys Godin, his former warden at Holy Trinity, wrote 
in the Crockham Hill Newsletter that ‘Nesbitt Tredennick will be remembered 
for his faithful and loving care for all in the parish as well as for his enthusiasm 
and warm-hearted support for many aspects of the life of the village.’ 
 
Although he died in Rottingdean, he is buried in Crockham Hill churchyard, and 
the literature table at the back of the church, and the board recalling the names 
of the clergy who have served the parish, were given in his memory. Nesbitt 
Tredennick was very much a man for the people. 
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