
DAVID RAE SMITH (1919-2002) 
 

A prominent accountant and racing man whose actions during the war won him 
the Military Cross, David Rae Smith was the gentle giant of Oakdale Lane. 
 
David Rae Smith was a big man who walked small dogs.  In retirement this tall, 
imposing figure was a familiar sight around the village, and even without 
knowing him well, one could imagine that here was a man with a love of life 
and a willingness to put his considerable talents to the benefit of others.  He was 
a gentleman in the proper meaning of the word, but one with a mischievous 
sense of fun.  Who but David – much-loved financial adviser to 21 nuns at the 
Community of the Sacred Passion in Leatherhead, and auditor for many years of 
the church accounts (and those of just about every other village organisation) – 
would hijack a tram in Brussels during the closing stages of the Second World 
War, and make a run for it to avoid being caught!  This, the same David Rae 
Smith whose distinguished service with the Royal Artillery earned him the 
Military Cross and was twice mentioned in despatches! 
 
Born in Enfield in November 1919, David was only five or six years old when 
his family moved to Limpsfield, and apart from the war years he spent the rest 
of his life in the Limpsfield-Westerham-Crockham Hill triangle. 
 
Educated first at Radley College, he then went up to Oxford to read Law at 
Christ Church until his studies were rudely interrupted by Hitler.  With the 
outbreak of war, he joined the Royal Artillery, and rising to the rank of Captain 
saw action in North Africa, at Monte Cassino in Italy, and with the invasion 
forces that swept across northern France and Belgium in 1944.  It was there, in 
Brussels, that he had his little adventure with the tram… 
 
In 1946 David joined Deloitte, Plender and Griffiths as an articled clerk, and 
remained with them for the next 36 years, eventually becoming Senior Partner, 
as his father had before him. 
 
Providentially, whilst at Radley in the ‘thirties, David befriended a young man 
from Yorkshire who introduced him to his sister.  At first ‘Johnny’ was more 
interested in dogs and horses, but David’s charm won her over and two years 
after the war, they were married.  In their 55 years together they raised three 
sons and a daughter, but it was during their honeymoon in Ireland that Johnny 
introduced David to the joys of horse racing, and they came home with more 
money than when they left.  After that, David was a racing man for life.  He and 
Johnny were later to own, or part-own, several horses – most notably, Distant 
Prospect that won the Cesarewitch in 2001.  His trainer, Ian Balding, said of 
David that he had ‘a wonderful understanding of the ups and downs of racing.  



He knew how to celebrate the good times, but if anything went wrong he could 
take it without a murmur of discontent.’ 
 
David and Johnny Rae Smith came to Crockham Hill in 1972, shortly before he 
was awarded the CBE for his services to international affairs – the Brussels 
tram notwithstanding!   
 
Apart from his family and racing, David’s interests were many and varied.  
Mention has already been made of his work with the Sisters at Leatherhead, but 
for a number of years he also served his old college at Radley as the much-
respected Chairman of the Council – the building which now houses the English 
Department is named in his honour.  He was an active member of Tandridge 
Golf Club, enjoyed watching cricket and rugby, and walking his dogs.   
 
On his death a few days after Christmas 2002, this big man with small dogs, a 
gentle giant whose stature was matched by his intellect and modesty, left a gap 
in the life of his family and the communities he served. 
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